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MISSION

Together we inspire a love of learning, empowering all students with the courage,
confidence, creativity and compassion to make their unique contribution in a
diverse and dynamic world.

BELIEFS
We believe thaté
6 Each person has equal intrinsic value, worthy of dignity and respect.

6 We are responsible for our choices and their effect on others, the
environment and ourselves.

6 Being open to new ideas and challenging experiences enriches our lives.
0 Mutual respect, trust and caring foster healthy interpersonal relationships.
6 Embracing our diversity makes us a stronger community.

6 Inan interconnected world, our positive contributions to the community and
the environment are essential.

6 Individuals thrive in a nurturing environment that provides for their
physical and emotional safety.

VISION FOR AN AISC LEARNER
At Al SC, successful | earners areé

Leaders

We show courage by taking action and inspiring others to serve and contribute
positively to our interconnected world. Leaders develop a vision, plan
appropriately, and work collaboratively to achieve results.

Collaborators

We develop a deeper understanding by |
and confidently articulatingersonal viewpoints in the pursuit of common goals.
Innovators

We approach uncertainty with confidence, designing novel solutions in the face of
challenges or change. Innovators are creative, resourcefuknopeed and
resilient, seeking new perspees through inquiry, trial, error and feedback.

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHIBHENNAI 4



HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2019 - 2020

Explorers

We investigate new interests with curiosity, inquiring with purpose, and seeking
deeper understanding and fulfillment through their independent pursuits.

Thinkers

We use critical and creativeittking skills to anatg and take responsible action

on complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical, data
informed decisions.

Ethical

We show responsibility for our choices and considar effects on ourselves,
others,and the evironment. We act on our principles and ideals because we
value the dignity of others.

Versatile

We adapt to changing circumstances, balancing our commitments and showing
courage as we take on new challenges. We seek new opportunities for learning,
growth, and renewal.

Empathetic

We appreciate our own cultures and personal histories while respecting the values
and traditions of others, believing each person has equal intrinsic value. We are
sensitive to the needs of others and show compassion hggn@Eisitive
contributions to our local and global communities and the environment.

Resilient

We demonstrate ongoing commitment to our endeavors by learning from our
successes and failures in the positive pursuit of our objectives, goals, aspirations,
and dreams. We practice patience and persistence in all situations, especially
when they are challenging or uncomfortable.

Reflective

We pause to think about our goals, learning, and growth in order to develop and
sustain our creativity and lifelogarning. We review and examine our own
ideas and experiences in relation to the world and consider our interdependence
and impact on others.

ABOUT THE HIGH SCHOOL

The curriculum of the AISC High School has its foundations in the liberal arts
approach to education, which offers students the opportunity to explore and learn
in all of the academic disciplines. We seek to educate the whole child and
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encourage participan in extracurricular activities such as team and individual
sports, visual and performing arts and community service. Our students learn
responsible citizenship by actively participating in the governance of the school.

In the High School, our goatdsassure that our students are well prepared for
success in pestcondary education and beyond. We seek to do this by:

0 Presenting a challenging program of instruction leading to an American
high school diploma.

0 Providing a learning environment in which students explore, question,
evaluate and analyze information and ideas through active participation
and collaboration.

0 Offering a balanced course of study in English language and literature, a
second languagesocial studies, science, mathematics, fine and performing
arts, design and information technology, physical education and health.

0 Offering elective courses, online courses, personalized academic learning
and extracurricular activities to allow studeatpursue their interests.

0 Encouraging students to develop an awareness and understanding of
global issues and prepare for their roles as responsible global citizens.

0 Ensuring that the school environment provides for the cognitive, emotional,
social, aesthetic and physical development of our students.

0 Offering the option of earning advanced standing in college through the
International Baccalaureate Diploma prograend/or Advanced
Placement courses.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

All high school students are required to pursue the AISC diploma wdacheds

by meeting the graduation requirements. The purpose in establishing these
graduation requirements is to ensure that AISC students are well prepared for
postsecondary education and to lead fulfilling, productive lives.

In order to receive a higschool diploma from American International School
Chennai, each student must earn a minimum number of credits while in grades 9
through 12. Students earn ehalf credit for each semester of study that is
successfully completed. To earn the high sdimoima, these credits must be
distributed among the subject areas as follows:
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English 4 credits
World Language 2 credits*
Social Studies 3 credits
Science 3 credits
Mathematics 3 credits
Fine Arts 2 credits
Physical Education 1.5 credits
Health 0.5 credit
Elective Courses 5 credits
Discovery 0.25 credit/year at AISC
Total 25 credits

* World Language must be taken at AISC in either French or Spanish and two
consecutive years of the same language must be completedeet this
graduation requirement. Studemwen also fulfill this requirement bgking two
consecutivgears of Engkh for Academic Purposes (EAP) should they qualify for
the course.

In addition to the AISC high school diploma, students may eareraational
Baccalaureate Diploma by meeting the requirements established by the
International Baccalaureate Organization. Students may also earn AP Scholar
recognition from the AP by taking a minimum number of AP tests and meeting
score requirements estabed by the AP/College Board. Students interested in
the IB Diploma and/or AP courses should talk with their counselor and/or the
IB/AP Coordinator.

Discovery Credit

Students will reflect on their experiences throughout the year through the lens of
the AISC Vision of a Learner. Active participation in Discover India, Discovery
Days and in all Discovery Group activities is required to earn Discovery Credit.
Time and symrt will be given by a faculty mentor during-toionthly Discovery
group assemblies.

Maximum Age
A student must complete the requirements for graduation before his or her 21st
birthday.

Residence

A student who intends to graduate from AISC must be in attendance for the entire
final academic year.
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Exceptions

The Administration may, at its sole discretion, waive a particular graduation
requirement in case of exceptional circumstances. Suclstamcesimay include

but are not limited to the following:

—<

physical disabilities

documented learning difficulties

a required class not being offer
enroliment

masterscheduling conflicts

difficulty in meeting the requirements for graduation due to

di fferences in the studentods pr e

—

—<

—

—<

Grade Placement
Students who enter AISC from another school will be placed in classes on the basis
of official records from the previous school ghletement assessments that may
be given prior to admission at AISC. Students already attending AISC will be
promoted to the next grade level as per their performance in AISC classes. The
following guidelines will apply:
i A student will be placed in the 10th grade if s’lhe has completed
one year of high school at an accredited institution and has earned
a minimum of one credit each in English, social studies, science and
mathematics.
I A student will be placed in the 11th gi& if s/he has completed
two years of high school at an accredited institution and has earned
a minimum of two credits each in English, social studies, science and
mathematics and one credit in physical education.
I A student will be placed in the 12th gmadf s/he has completed
three years of high school at an accredited institution and has
earned a minimum of three credits in English, two credits each in
social studies, science and mathematics and one credit each in world
language and physical education.

Final decisions on grade placement and class standing will be made by the
Principal.

Minimum Course Enrollment

Students in Grades 9 are required to enroll in a minimum of seven courses and
Freshman Seminar in Fadimester and in a minimum of seven courses in Spring
semester. Students in Grades 10, 11 and 12 must enroll in a minimum of seven
courses each semester. Seniors who have an exceptionally difficult course load
can appeal to the High School Principal tm#mn only six classes.
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As a college preparatory English medium school, AISC expects all students to
enroll in a minimum of five core academic courses each semester, including at least
one half credit of English. Students opting for online or acagemsonalized
learning may do so only for elective credit and may not take more than two of
such courses each semester.

Repeating Courses

Certain courses may be repeated for credit only if noted in the course description.
Students will not be allowed tepeat other courses without the approval of the
department chairperson, the Counselor and the Principal. In these cases, the
transcript will reflect both grades.

Audit
On occasion, a student may audit a course, which means that s/he attends the
class as a regular student but receives no credit.

Schedule Changes

Students will have an opportunity to make schedule changes at various times in the
year. Kindly refer to he student handbogk i n t he OACA®EMI CS
details.

TYPICAL COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

It is important for students to begin their college planning early in their high school

career. Since each college establishes its own particular requirements, it is
important to follow the suggestions given in the catalogs of the colleges being

considerd. The school counselor is available to assist students in planning their
college preparatory programs.

Subject AISC Recommendation of
Graduation Requirements Selective Colleges
English 4 years 4 years
Social Studies 3 years 4 years
Math 3 Years 4 years
Science 3 years 4 years
World Language 2 Years 4 years
( same language)
Fine Arts 2 Years 2 years
(more if specializing in
arts)
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Selective colleges expect capable students to go beyond the minimum
requirements and take challenging courses commensurate with their abilities and
interests. Colleges also consider a st
and other electivesuch as athletics, fine arts, studeatiershipand community

service when making admissions decisions.

DISCOVER INDIA

Each year the High School augments the learning experiences on campus by
offering our students an opportunity to explore Inde&a&hByear small groups of
students and faculty members travel to various locations in India to explore
different facets of Indian culture and geography. We believe that such a
program provides our students with unique cultural, personal, interpersonal and
environmental experiences not available on the AISC campus, and from which our
students will learn, reflect and grow as individuals.

Our Discover India goals are fivefold:

~

I Provide exposure to India in order to nurture a better understanding
and appreciation of Indian culture, geography, and people.

I Strengthen the bonds of community among our high school students and
the faculty, as well as foster the development of an wstdeding of
interdependencand shared responsibility.

I Foster attitudes of responsible global citizenship by involving students
in environmental stewardship and service learning projects throughout
India.

I Provide students and faculty members with oppibiga for reflection,
creative expression, self awareness, andrediince.

I Provide students and faculty members with opportunities to develop

new interests and aspirations.

These experiences take place early in the school year to encourage the
development of positive relationships among new and returning students. We
provide a range of experiences in attempt to meet a wide range of interests.
Attendance on a Discover Indigptis mandatory. Days missed from Discover
India will count as regulak Day or B Dayabsences. More information about
Discover India can be found on ttighSchool Hubnified Classroonpage.
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EXTERNAL EXAMINATIGNROGRAMS
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE ADVANCED PLACEMENT
3 Diploma A D v R
IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM |

MA PROG,
(L0 L7)
\‘o - > M‘/@

D UTERATUge O

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IBDP) isinipeesity course
of study designed for students in their last two years of secondary school.

The IB Diploma curriculum can be administered in any country and is recognized
by universities worldwide. Most colleges and universities in the United States, as
well as colleges and universities in more than 60 countriesuhdBerecognition

policy granting incoming students credit or advanced standing on the basis of
their IB results.

IB Mission Statement

0The I nt er raareéaie oQrganizatioB aacns ad develop inquiring,
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more
peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end the
IBO works with schools, governments and internadigyaadizations to develop
challenging programs of international education and rigorous assessment. These
programs encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate
and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their diffese

can also be right. o

IB Learner Profile

The attributes of the learner profile express the values inherent to the IB continuum
of international education: these are values that should infuse all elements of the
IBDP and, therefore, the culture attos of all IB World Schools. IB programs
promote the education of the whole person, emphasizing intellectual, personal,
emotional and social growth through all domains of knowledge.
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IB Learners strive to be:
Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Comatars, Principled, Openinded,
Caring, Riskakers, Balanced and Reflective

IB Diploma Requirements

IB Diploma Program students must choose six courses--ontalseibject from

each of five Groups: Group-$tudies in Language and Literature (English); Group
2-Acquired Language (World Language); Groupin8ividuals and Societies
(Social Studies), Group-Stiences; and Group-Mathematics. Students may
choose either a Group 6: the Arts (visual arts or theater), or a second subject from
Groups 1 through 5 for their sixth course.

At least three and not more than four subjects are taken at higher leNeltheh

other subjects are taken at standard level. The distinction between SL and HL
classes lies in the depth and breadth of the syllabus coverage, the assessment
details, the assessment criteria and the workload. Higher level subjects are
typically extensions of the standard level subjects, with topics explored in greater
depth and/or more topics explored. However, the rigor of the assessments is
generally the same.

In all IB subjects, students are assessed both internally by the teacher using IB
guidelines and criteria and externally by outside examiners. External assessment
may be in the form of an essay or an examination. Internal assessments may be in
the form of an essay, a project, and oral presentation or examination, a recital or
an exhibition.

In addition to disciplinary and interdisciplinary study, the Diploma Program
features threecore elements hat br oaden studentsod eddu
challenge them to apply their knowledge and skillsEtkitended Essay, Theory

of Knowledge andCreativity, Activity and Service.

The Extended Essay (EE)Y some 4,000 words offers the opportunity for IB
students to investigate a topic of special interest, usually in one of the student's six
DP subjects, and immerses them innthependentreseartt and writing skills
expected at university. It is intended to promote-teghl research and writing

skills, intellectual discovery and creativiemandingapproximately 40 hours of

work. It provides students with an opportunity to engage in penssedrch on

a topic of their choice, under the guidance of an AISC supervisor. This leads to a
major piece of formally presented, structured writing of no more than 4,000
words, in which ideas and findings are communicated in a reasoned and coherent
manney appropriate to the subject. EE students complete periodic formal
reflections on their research and writing process, in addition to the viva voce,
which summaeg their learning experience In countries where normally
interviews are required prior to eeptance for employment or for a place at
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university, the extended essay had proved to be a valuable stimulus for
discussion.

The interdisciplinar¥heory of Knowledge (TOKgourse is designed to develop

a coherent approach to learning, knowledge andeustanding that transcends

and unifies the academic areas and encourages appreciation of other cultural
perspectives. The theory kiiowledgecourse is in part intended to encourage
students to reflect on the huge cultural shifts worldwide around thal digi
revolution and the information economy. The extent and impact of the changes
vary greatly in different parts of the world, but everywhere their implications for
knowledge are profound. Theory of knowledge encourages critical thinking about
knowledge #elf and aims to help young people make sense of that they
encounter. Its core content focuses on questions such as the following:

6 What do we know?

6 How do we know it?

6 What counts as knowledge?

6 How does it grow?

6 What are its limits?

6 Who owns knowledge?

6 What is the value of knowledge?

6 What are the implications of having, or not having, knowledge?

TOK activities and discussions aim to help students discover and express their
views on knowledge issues. The course encourages students to share ideas with
others and to listen and learn from what others think. In this process students'
thinking and theiunderstanding of knowledge as a human construction are
shaped, enriched and deepened. Theory of Knowledge directly connects to all
other DRsubjects and will bencountereéin CASand with theextended essay

Creativity, Activity, Service (CASis at the heart of the Diploma Program,
involving students in a range of activities that take place alongside their academic
studies throughout the IB Diploma Program. The component's three strands, often
interwoven with particular activities, are characteragdllows:

6 Creativity- arts and other experiences that involve creative thinking

0 Activity - physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle,
complementing academic work elsewhere in the IB Diploma Program

6 Service- an unpaid and voluntary exahge that has a learning benefit

for the student.
Creativity, activity, service encourages students to be involved in activities as
individuals and as part of a team that take place in local, national and
international contexts. Creativity, activity, service enables students to enhance
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their personal andnterpersonal development as well as their social and civic
development, through experiential learning, lending an important counterbalance
to the academic pressures of the rest of the IB Diploma Program. It should be both
challenging and enjoyablea personal journey of setfiscovery that recognizes

each student's individual starting point.

Activities should provide:

0 real, purposarivenexperienceswith significant outcomes

6 personalchallenge- tasks must extend the student and be achievable in
scope
thoughtful consideration, such as planning, reviewing progress and
reporting reflection on outcomes and personal learning.

The IB Diploma at AISC

AISC practices a policy of open enrollment in the IB diploma program. Any
student in grade 11 or 12 is allowed to enroll in the IB Diploma Program,
provided s/he has successfully completed the prerequisite courses with a minimum
grade requirement.

Students in grades 142 may also enroll in individual IB courses if they meet the
necessary prerequisites. However, students in grade 10 cannot apply these
courses to an IB Diploma Program. Only courses taken in the last two years of high
school will applyo the IB Diploma requirements. Students must attend IB classes in
order to take the 1B examinations.

It is essential that students and their parents clearly understand the differences
between the course selections that lead to the AISC diploma aedthiad lead

to the IB Diploma in order to best meet the needs of the individual student.
Students wishing to pursue the International Baccalaureate Diploma must
coordinate their academic plans with the IB coordinator and the counselor to
ensure that addibnal requirements for the diploma can be met in a timely
fashion.

For further information regarding the 1B Diploma program, please contact the 1B
Coordinator (mailto: ibapcoordinator@aischennai.org) or refer to the high school
website (www.aischennai.org). Additional information can also be obtained at the
official IBO vebsite (http://www.ibo.org).

IB Course Offerings at AISC

Group 1: Studies in Language & Literature
English A Language and Literature SL & HL
School supported sd¢lught language A*
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Group 2: Language Acquisition
French ab initio SL

French B HL &L

Spanish ab initio SL

Spanish BHL & SL

Group 3: Individuals & Society
Economics HL & SL
Psychology HL & SL

Group 4: Experimental Sciences
Biology HL & SL

Chemistry HL & SL

Physics HL & SL

Computer Science SL

Group 5: Mathematics
Mathematics Anadjs and ApproachdslL & Slnew curriculum for class of 2021)
Mathematics HL and SL (previous curriculum for class of 2020)

Group 6: The Arts
Visual Arts HL & SL
Theatre HL & SL

The Core
Extended Essay, Theory of Knowledge @rehtivity, Activity, Service

Notes: Language Ad a language course in the first language.

*School supported selfaught Language Ad A selftaught language is one for

which the student studies her/his native language (other than English) supported
and paid for by their family, with some support from AISC-tSetfht language
students work with ar-iEined tutor, provided by the faily, to move through the

IB Language A Literature SL curriculum. AISC provides necessary support to
register the student and provide for and upload all assessments, but does not
assume any teaching or tutoring responsibility. A sshppbrted, selfaught
language meets the requirements for either Group 1 or Groutddents
completing English A and a scho@upported seltaught language Literature A

SLwill receive a bilingual IB diploma.

Language ab initiéd a language course for students witlteliinone in high school)
or no prior experience in the language.

Language B a language course for students with ears of prior experience
in the language.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM

The Advanced Placement Program (AP), administered by the College Board (US)
is a collaborative effort between motivated students, dedicated teachers and
committed high schools, colleges, and universities. The AP is designed to offer high
school students@urse experience equivalent to an introductory university level
course. Since its inception in 1955, this program has enabled millions of students
to take collegdevel courses and exams, and to earn college credit or placement
while still in high school

A committee of college faculty and master AP teachers designs each AP course to
cover the information, skills, and assignments found in the corresponding college
course.

More information about the AP Program is availablaRtCentraglthe College
Boardds online home (apcentral.coll ege
information at the ABtudent site

AP BExams

Each ongear AP course has a corresponding exam that participating schools
worldwide administer in May\P exams contain multiglboice questions and a
free-response section (either essay or problem solving).

Because the College Board is committed to providing access to AP Exams for
homeschooled students and students whose schools do not offer AP courses, it
does not require students to take an AP course prior to taking an AP Bram.
AISC HS student can s&ifidy for an AP exam, and AISC will offer this exam if
requested. Note: AISC does not offer access to AP testing ft®0rstudents.

Al SC offers 12 or 14 AP courses depend

AP Course Offerings at AISC (offered in 202920 in bold)
i English Language and Composition(alternating
years)
English Literature and Composition (alternating years)
Spanish Language and Culture
French Language and Culture
Economics (Micro and Macro)
Human Geography (alternating years)
World History (alternating years)
1 Psychology (alternating years)
Biology (alternating years)
Chemistry (alternating years)

—_( = =C = =

—<

—<

—<
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Physics 1

1 Physics C (Mechanics) (alternating years)
I Calculus AB

I Calculus BC

Statistics

Computer Science A

Students cararn College Board recognition including AP Scholar, AP Scholar
with Honors, AP Scholar with Distimatind AP International Scholay earning

scores of 3 or higher on three, four or five or more total AP Exams, based on the
exam criteria requirementsslt ed at t he _APoScHolerghevardB o ar d

page.

NEW
In 20192 02 0, the College Boardds AP progr
access to a new subjesgecific resource sites. See articies

GUIDEINES FOR STUDENTS IN IB AND AP CLASSES

IB and AP courses are designed to be demanding, cdllegecourses. Students
who are interested in taking advantage of the IB or AP programs being offered
at AISC should review the following guidelines to atbsist in the decision
making process.

~

I Students must meet the prescribed prerequisites in order to ensure that
s/he possesses the appropriate skills to meet the demands of the course.
Generally the studeéat gmadé haver al
courses.

I Arecommendation from a high school teacher in a previous course in the
subject may be necessary for some IB or AP courses a student would like
to take.

I It is important for a student to have wadlveloped reading, writing
and critical thinking skills in order to be successful in IB and AP courses.

I Learning habits: Satfiotivation and a mature approach to learning are

key components of success in IB and AP courses. Students need to be
able to manage their time effectively, collaborate on challenging
activities and should show a willingness to sesktaisce from peers

and teachers when necessary.

i Colleges and universities expect to receive results from IB or AP
examinations taken by students as they have indicated on their
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transcript that they are pursuing advanced coursework. Thus, students
enroling in an AP or IB course must take the external exam in May. |If
a student does not meet requirements for effort and thus achievement,
and/or does not prepare for and give full effort on their AP or IB
assessments, they will not earn AP or IB desigoatibeir transcript.

i To maintain a proper balance between school work and outside
activities, students will be limited to taking no more than three IB Higher
Level or three AP courses per year. Students who wish to take more than
this number of IB HL AP courses must complete an Academic Waiver
form.

Fees for the IB or AP examinations are charged in addition to tuition and other schoc
fees. Parents will be notified of these fees well in advance of the examinations. Thes
fees must be paid in fulthe school before the student will be allowed to take the
exams.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

The purpose of this Guide is to acquaint students with the courses at AISC and to
enable them to wisely plan an individualized program that also incorporates
specific requirements.

The following pages contain descripti@fiscourses offered in Grades-E2.

Before selecting a course, students should Esmmuch about it as they can
aboutobjectives, requirements, prerequisites (if any), credits, etc. Students should
use this Guide to help answer these important questions while determining their
fouryear plan.

I Are the courses | am choosing appropriate to my abilities, interests and
career interests?

I Will | meet the credit requirements for graduation by the end of my
senior year?

I Will the courses | am taking help me to meet the entrance requirements

for the specific colleges and universities | wish to attend?

Is my program for the next year appropriately challengingrfa®

Have | chosen a course of study that will allow me lanlsa my time

between classes and extracurricular activities?

—<

—<

Students are encouraged to discuss any questions they might have about these
courses with their teachers.
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While every attempt will be made to offer all the courses listed in the Curriculum
Guide, please note that courses with insufficient enrollment may not be offered or
may be offered concurrently with another course.

Due to the nature of the IB Diplommgfm requirements it may be necessary to
prioritize the scheduling of IB diploma candidates for IB classes.

ENGLISH

The English Department at AISC is dedicated to providing a program that
emphasizes inquiry, creativity, reflection and analysis. We encourage students to
interpret literature based on their own detailed analysis of texts and their
understanding of human toee, and to defend their interpretations with
confidence. To achieve this goal, we:

1 encourage students to engage with literature using compassion and
thoughtfulness

develop a spirit of inquiry to enh:
promotecreative expression

deepen students® awareness of the ¢
1 encourage the continuous development of written and oral expression

—

—

—

Our hope is that the English courses allow students to become compassionate
global citizens with the courage and creativity to express themselves with
confidence.

The English curriculum focuses on the areas of reading, writing, speaking, and
listening. Each area will be assessed in every course in various ways, and skills
will be revisited and refined over the course of the-fgear program.

All students must take an English class for every semester they attend AISC,
earning a total of four Englistredits. Freshmen must take Critical Thinking in
Reading and Writing 1 while sophomores must take Critical Thinking in Reading
and Writing 2. Upperclassmen may choose to take any of the following courses
their junior and senior years: AP Language anufsition (a yealong course),

IB English Language and Literature (aye&-long course), or Public Speaking,
Expository Writing, Dystopian Literature, Introduction to Poetry, and Introduction
to Literature and Film (all semedterg courses).

Critial Thinking in Reading and Writing 1

Prerequisite Successful completion of English 8, or the equivalent
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1
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Critical Thinking in Reading and Writing 1 provides a found&tiostudents to
expand their critical thinking in a variety of reading, writing and speaking
opportunities. One primary goal is for students to recognize, describe, and then
evaluate how a writerds choices of | ar
way to communicate purposefully to a specific audience. Another primary goal is
for students to successfully produce cohesive andrgatiized texts reflecting

their own strong choices related to language, style and form. Students will study
and respod to literature, both fiction and nonfiction, as well as visual texts. Using
these, students will become more skilled at literary analysis, understanding
multiple perspectives, and constructing arguments, all necessary to become
articulate, internationgiminded critical thinkers in the higher level English classes.
The Critical Thinking in Reading and Writing 1 curriculum is based on the English
Language Arts Core Curriculum Content Standards. Students will consistently
expand skill and content undenstling through formative learning activities, while
their progress will be measured through appropriate summative assessments in a
variety of forms, including discussions, oral presentations, and writing, including a
major multsourced research argument.

Critical Thinking in Reading and Writing 2
Prerequisite Successful completion of Critical Thinking in Reading and
Writing 1, or the equivalent
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

The Ciritical Thinking in Reading and Writing 2 course is a literature based,
integrated language arts program that provides continued opportunities to
develop analytical skills involved in writing and speaking. Participants also will
develop an understamtj of the techniques involved in literary criticism, furthering
their ability to recognize, descri be,
language, style, and form communicate purposefully to a specific audience.
Additionally, students continue wwork towards successfully producing texts
reflecting their own choices related to language, style and form. Through the
comparative analysis of literature from various times and cultures, students
develop an appreciation for multiple perspectives and a&pig respect for
literary traditions. This course focuses on the fundamentals of detailed study and
independent interpretation of text, exposing students to a broad range of writing
styles and other literary mediums. The course content and learning mpesrtu
prepare students for the rigorous options offered to upperclassmen. The Critical
Thinking in Reading and Writing 2 curriculum is based on the English Language
Arts Core Curriculum Content Standards. Students will consistently expand skill
and contat understanding through formative learning activities, while their
progress will be measured through appropriate summative assessments in a
variety of forms, including discussions, oral presentations, and writing.
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AP Language and Composition

(offeredalternating years; available in 19/20)
Prerequisite  Successful completion of Critical Thinking in Reading and
Writing 2
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

The AP Language and Composition course is structured sall thatdents
oObecome skilled readers of prose writ:H
skilled writers who c o @pllegseBoartt APrEngdsh v ar i
Course Description", 2014, p. 2). The course is organized according to the
requirements and guidelines of th@15 AP English Course DescripStudents

will comprehend, analyze and synthesize a wide variety of historical, journalistic,
artistic, photographic, economic, and scientific texts. Formative learning activities
will strem gt hen studentso critical t hinki
understanding and identification of rhetorical strategies, while summative
assessments will measure the key skills to read analytically; write successful
arguments, expositions, and analysgeate multstage drafts, and strengthen
teacher writing skills with feedback. Released AP essay prompts and multiple
choice questions will be a foundation in both formative and summative
assessments. At the end of this course all students will beedrapd required

to take the exam in AP Language and Composition.

AP Literature and Composition

(offered alternating years; available in 20/21)
Prerequisite  Successful completion of Critical Thinking in Reading and
Writing 2
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

The AP Literature and Composition is a rigorous course designed by the College
Board that, of ocuses on reading, ana
literature (fiction, poetry, drama) from various pedis . 6 (Col l ege
Language and Composition Subject Guide, 2014, p.8) Students will deepen their
understanding of the techniques writers employ to provide both meaning and
pleasure for their readers. The course includes intensive study of representa
works from various genres and periods, concentrating on works of recognized
literary merit. Students planning to take this course should expect to commit
significantly more time reading, writing, and preparing outside of class than
traditional Englisbourses. At the end of this course all students will be prepared
and required to take the exam in AP Literature and Composition.
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IB English A Language & Literature HL/SL

Prerequisite  Successful completion of Critical Thinking in Reading and
Writing 2 and teacher approval

Duration 2 years

Units of Credit 2

This course is intended to provide Grade 11 and Grade 12 students a challenging
course whictill prepare them for further academic studies and growth beyond
academia. IB Language and Literature SL and HL is designed to support student
creation of comprehensive and sophisticated answers to the questions, What is
literature? What is language? Wdt is culture? How and where do these
concepts intersect? By expanding their reading comprehension and analysis skills
as well as their writing, viewing and speaking skills, students will meet four
assessment objectives: knowledge & understanding;catppli & analysis;
synthesis & evaluation; and selection and use of appropriate presentation and
|l anguage skill s. The I B Program cons|
students who, because they speak English outside of school, desire mtwery of
language, and skill in analysis of text and image. Higher (HL) and Standard (SL)
levels are distinguished by the number of texts read, the number of written tasks
completed, and both the depth and the number of skills in which one must
demonstrate pfoi ci ency . The courseds broad s
range of genres from a variety of time periods and regions, including both
traditional and nontraditional forms of tex#st. the end of this course students will

be prepared and requiredtake the exam in IB English A Language and Literature
at Standard level or Higher level.

Public Speaking
(offered alternating years beginning in 20/21; available in 19/20)
Prerequisite  Successfabmpletion of Critical ThinkingReading and
Writing 2 or the equivalent
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

This course is designed to refine stu
speaking opportunities throughout the semester. Students will participate in
speaking activities that prepare them to speak in public and small group settings.
Emphasis is aasearch, preparation, delivery and evaluation of informative and
argumentative speech, debate, and other formats of speech. Students will be
expected to deliver welprepared speeches with appropriate supporting audio

visual materials and to adapt theipeeches to a range of possible audiences,
preparing them to speak in college, the workplace, and social settings.
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Expository Writing
(offered alternating years beginning in 20/21; available in 19/20 & 21/22)
Prerequisite  Successfabmpletion o€ritical Thinking Reading and
Writing 2 or the equivalent
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

This course is designed to introduce students to various forms of composition and
expository writing. Students widlarn about argument formation and various
writing techniques. The course objective is to further prepare students for the
expectations of writing they will face in college and in their professional lives.
Writing instruction focuses on three primary itiesv reading books and articles,
making connections between multiple sources, and designing an independent thesis
based on these connections in order to respond to the ideas of others. This course
is not intended for students who have taken AP Languaj€amposition.

Dystopian Literature
(final offering in 19/20)
Prerequisite  Successfabmpletion of Critical ThinkingrReading and
Writing 2 or the equivalent
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

The Dystopian Literature course challenges ideas of human progress, technological
advances, and the individual éds ©pl ace
literature, while developing in students the skills needed to be thoughtful critical
readers. Arang these skills are developing questions, finding and evaluating
evidence, and communicating claifime Dystopian literature curriculum is based

on the English Language Arts Core Curriculum Content Standéelsworks
studied are drawn from novels, g short stories, and film in order to explore

and compare the challenges and opportunities each genre presents to the artist
developing a dystopia. The works are also chosen from a variety of dystopia
types in order to refine an understanding of the iil#tges within the genre. The
learning activities encourage students to construct their own understanding about
literature and human nature, as well as develop-argitulated and reasoned
justifications for the conclusions they resitidents consistey expand skills and
content understanding through formative learning activities, while their progress is
measured through appropriate summative assessments in a variety of forms,
including studeéd discussions, oral presentations, and writing.

Introduction to Literature and Film
(final offering in 19/20)
Prerequisite Successfumpletion of Critical Thinking in
Reading and Writing 2 or the equivalent

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHIBHENNAI 23



HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2019 - 2020

Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

The purpose of the Introduction to Literature and Film course is to provide students
with the tools to appreciate the elements involved in adapting literary texts to film.
To do this, the course will examine severatlaand films so that students can
form general conclusions and compare the works studied. Close analysis of literary
and film texts will allow students to finme their understanding of the artistic and
sometimes even political choices behind artigiices, and students will consider
how those choices impact thematic and dramatic purposes. Students will explore
the ways literature can provoke the audience to reflect on, and question,
themselves and the world. The aim will be to understand how tlweisvari
techniques available to writers and filmmakers enable them to produce works with
the power to move and please an audien
growth and improvement will be measured against the Core Content Curriculum
Standards irthe areas of reading, writing, speaking and listening.

Introduction to Poetry
(final offering in 19/20)
Prerequisite Successtumpletion of Critical Thinking in
Reading and Writing 2 or the equivalent
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

The Introduction to Poetry course provides students with the basic tools to
appreciate the complexity and joy of poetry, while developing in them the skills to
read critically and write creatively. To do this, the students examine poems from
various genreshistorical periods and global traditions, ranging from sonnets to
ballads, the Renaissance to the present, and from Western ard/astarn
traditions. Close study of texts allows students tetdime their understanding of

the artistic and sometimeseavpolitical choices behind allusions, diction, rhythm,
and figurative language. In addition to understanding poems artistically, students
consider them politically, socially and culturally. Students explore the ways
literature can reflect or even impadiet values of a society. The aim is to
understand how the various techniques available to poets enable them to produce
works with the power to move an audience and provoke thought. To construct a
deeper understanding of poetry, students try their handgesting their own

poems using some of the more challenging forms, such as sonnets and ballads. The
Introduction to Poetry curriculum is based on the English Language Arts Core
Curriculum Content Standards, and formative learning activities engage the
stucknts in constructing their own understanding of the concepts while perfecting
their communication and critical thinking skills. Their progress is measured through
appropriate summative assessments in a variety of forms, including-lsident
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discussions,rab presentations, poetry annotations and writing explications of
unseen poems.

Note:

AISC Semester English courses will change as of the 20/21 school year. Each year
one literature, one language and one skills based course will be offered in a
rotation . Descriptions of these offerings
guide.

Alternating and offered in 20/21
Literature: Contemporary Literature
Language: Film as Text

Skills Based: Public Speaking

Alternating and offered in 21/22
Literature: Cmparative Genres
Language: Media as Text

Skills Based: Expository Writing
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Course Sequence Map

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11 and Grade 12

AP Courses
AP Language and AP Literature and
IComposition Composition
( Offered alternating ( Oftered alternating
lyears; available 19/20) years; available 20/21)
IB Courses
1B Language and 1B Language and

Literature HL/SL 1

Literature HL/SL 2

Critical Thinking in

Critical Thinking in

HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2019 - 2020

Reading and Writing Readling and Writing Elective Courses
1 2
2019-20 2020-21 2021-22
Contemporary
Expository Writing Literature Comparative Genres

Public Speaking Film as Text Media as Text

Dystopian Literature Public Speaking Expository

Introduction to Poetry|

Introduction to
Literature and Film

English as an Additional Language (EAL)

The American International School Chennai is proud to host a large population of
students from different countries, cultures and language backgrounds. A significant
number of students at the school speak a language other than English at home.
The professimls in the English as an Additional Language (EAL) Department

support English language acquisition.

The EAL Department is committed to excellence in delivering inclusive services to
all English Language Learners. Our department provides language supports

teachers and students that differentiate instruction based on student needs. These
supports allow students to demonstrate mastery of content despite limited English
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language proficiency. Our department's goal is to support student development in
Englik for academic and social success while encouraging the continued growth of
the home language and maintaining cultural identity. We value all students as
members of our diverse, multilingual learning community.

In addition, English for Academic PurposA®)(Elasses are offered. Eligible
students have the option of taking EAP classes in lieu of French and Spanish
courses. Upon admission to the schochaive speakers are administered the
World Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) telsr ito assess

and monitor English language development. Students are advised to enroll in EAP
coursework dependent on their score on the WIDA test.

EAL Admissions Procedures

In order to ensure their success in a demanding academic environment, EAL
studers are accepted in grade 9 through 12 depending on their level of
academic English and their academic school records. Grades 9 and 10 applicants
should demonstrate English language proficiency at the intermediate level or
above in order to be consideredrf@admission. In order for the students to be
adequately prepared for the academic rigor of the 11th and 12th grades,
students should be independent of EAL support before entering the 11th grade.

The school will take into consideration a range of critesiadetermine
appropriate placement for an applicant in Grades 9 to 12, including the
following:

o the application;

6 school records (transcripts and/or report cards);
6 letters of recommendation;

6 personal interview with parents/students;

o English language proficiency assessment.

The English language proficiency assessment is generally administered at AISC. In
case an applicant cannot come to AISC, a standardized test and/or interview
may be sent to the studentds present s

English for Academic #poses (EAP)

Prerequisite EAL department recommendation
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

The secondary English for Academic Purposes (EAP) courses are designed to give
students a comprehensive introduction to a rahgeademic texts and discourses
used across the school curriculum.
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The EAP curriculum aims to develop in students an understanding of how language
is used to make meaning, as well as how content is organized in different text
types across the school @utlum including text structures, language features, and
vocabul ary depending on purpose and a
home languages and cultures are resources for students to draw upon in order to
build proficiency in English. The EAPRs alaselops the skill for the students to
contribute actively to class and group discussions. In each unit, it will be emphasized
that language is used in meaningful and relevant ways.

Students will practice and develop both their receptive (listeningeadthg) and
productive (speaking and writing) skills within each text type with learning
experiences derived from thé&rade 610 California English Language
Development StandardsSummative assessments will be standards based and
refl ect s t ta dreduce thé apprdpiiate ioralydiscourses and written
texts types.

World Languages

The World Languages program at AISC strives to inspire a love for language
learning, enabling students to communicate with confidence in the target language
and to develop a foundation for intercultural awareness that will foster
international understandin Linguistic proficiency is essential for successful
interactions in an increasingly connected world, and therefore is at the core of our
curriculum.

The World Languages program is a grade 3 to 12 academic program, which
ultimately leads to a high lelof proficiency in the language. It is a consistent
program, enabling the continuous study of French or Spanish, each year building
upon and expanding previous knowledge and skills.

The AISC World Language Department believes that both language educato
and their students should use the target language to communicate in the classroom,
ideally 90% of the time at all levels of language courses.

French 1
Prerequisite No previous language experience required
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

In the French Level 1 course, students develop basic oral and written
communication skills in simple daily situations. Reading, writing, speaking, and
listening skills are developed albigh activities such as rglay, interviews,

written projects and presentations. French is the language of instruction and
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communication in this class. The units covered are: Greetings and Introductions, At
School, My Family, My Town, My Leisure AegiviVarious cultural aspects of
Francophone countries are covered within the units of study. Meeting the learning
standards is based on written and oral summative assessments that address
foundational skills (grammar and vocabulary), productive (speakithgvriting)

and receptive (reading and listening) skills. This course is offered to beginners in
the language as well as to students with some prior experience in the language
who need more time to develop Level 1 skills.

French 2
Prerequisite  Campletion of HS French 1, or the equivalent.
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

In the French level 2 courses, students begin to move towards some independence,
especially in their productive (oral and written) communication. Students will
improve productive skills through the continued use of receptive (reading and
listening) activities with an emphasis on use in context. French is predominantly the
language of instruction and communication in this class. The themes covered this
year are: Food, health, technology, activities in town, and jobs. Speaking
activities focus on simulating real use and help connect with varied other skills.
Students explore new aspects of the target culture and make connections with
different areas of their studée Evaluation is based on summative assignments of

studentsd productive and receptive abi

French 3
Prerequisite  Completion of HS French 2, or the equivalent
Duration 1 year

Units of Credit 1

In the French level 3 course, stugl become more independent in their productive
communication and receptive understandings. They improve their productive skills
(oral and written) and their receptive (reading and listening) skills through varied
activities with an emphasis on use irtezgdbnFrench is the main language of
instruction and communication in this class. Each student is given the opportunity to
use the language in meaningful ways in order to expand upon the four
communicative skills. The course aims to further developl#rdstunderstanding

of French culture in Frersgreaking countries. Students expand their understanding

of cultural perspectives and continue to make connections with other areas of their
studies and life. We complete grammar acquisition by learning leortgnses.

The themes this year are: In town, the future, green spaces, and the arts. Evaluation
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is based on summative assignments on s
and receptive (reading and listening) abilities with a growing numberlevdB

tasks. This course is required for entry into HS French AP Language and Culture and
HS French IB Language B courses.

IB Frenclab initio

Prerequisite No previous experience in the language is required or
allowed, all students must bBifBoma candidates
Duration 2 years

Units of Credit 2

In IB French alnitio, students explore French language and learn to develop their
intercultural understanding. They will be able to interact appropriately in a
defined range of everyday situations by developing their receptive, productive

and interactive skills. Therratulum is based on the IB Group 2 objectives.
Vocabulary and grammar are introduced in context. To meet the course
requirements, students engage in a variety of activities that require them to use the
language for authentic purposes, as well as to read anderstand different

types of texts. Further, they are exposed to various cultural aspects of- French
speaking countries. This should enable them to make comparisons between the
target language and their own and also make connections with other sdibjiscts.
course covers the following thentgentities, Experiences, Human ingenuity, Social
organization and Sharing the Plan&rench is the language of instruction and
communication in this class. Evaluation is based on summative assessments of th
studmt s®& productive (speaking and writir
skills based on the IB objectives. Thisyeao course is offered to students in

grade 11 and 12 with little or no previous exposure to French. At the end of this
course studemwvill be prepared and required to take the IB Frealshnitioexam.

IB French Language B SL/HL

Prerequisite Successful completion of French 3 with a score of 5 or
better
Duration 2 years

Units of Creit 2

The IB French B1 course builds on the communicative and cultural skills developed
in level 3. In this course, students will learn to express themselves in a wide range
of contexts with growing depth and accuracy. They will go through inteanew
interactive activities in class. They will write structured essays-40@5@ords

and they will respond to a variety of articles and authentic audios that will test
their comprehension skills. They will discuss a range of social, economic, and
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cultural facts of the Frensheaking world and will be able to draw connections
with other topics. In this course, we will explore the themes of Identities,
Experiences, Human ingenuity, Social organization and Sharing the Planet. All
interactions in clasmust take place in French. Our standards are the IBO
language B objectives and we follow the IB assessment criteria. The second year
further develop the studentsd recepti
prepares them to the format and timing tokir IB exams. They complete their
internal assessments by 4kldrch and practice with past IB papers. Students
wishing to pursue the Higher level will be required to study two original works of
literature.At the end of this course students will be prepand required to take

the IB French Language B SL or HL eX@todents may also choose the option to
take AP French after completing year one of IB French B SL instead of continuing
with the IB Language B pathway.

AP French Language and Culture

Preregisite Successful completion of French B SL Year 1, in rare
circumstances, with a teacher recommendation and a
score of 7 in level 3

Duration 1 year

Units of Credit 1

The AP French Language and Culture course emphasizeaunication
(understanding and being understood by others) by applying interpersonal,
interpretive, and presentational skills in +&@l situations. This includes
vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and cultural
awareness. TheAP French Language and Culture course strives not to
overemphasize grammatical accuracy at the expense of communication. To best
facilitate the study of language and culture, the course is taught almost exclusively

in French. The AP French Language atidr€weourse engages students in an
exploration of culture in both contemporary and historical contexts. The course
devel ops the studentsd awareness and
tools, books, music, laws, conventions, institutions)egprgutterns of social
interactions within a culture), and perspectives (values, attitudes, and assumptions).
The curriculum is based on the AP objectives and covers the prescribed themes:
science and technology, personal and public Identities, famitieoammunities,

global challenges, contemporary life, and beauty and aesthetics. Assessments are
based on the AP objectives. Evaluation is based on summative assessments of the
studentsd productive (speaking and wr i
skillspased on the AP objectiveshis is an accelerated egear course offered

to students in grade 11 or 12 who have studied French for four or more years
and who have a strong interest in the languagethe end of this course students
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will be prepared and required to take the AP French Language and Culture
exam.

Spanish 1
Prerequisite No previous language experience required

Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

In the Spanish Level 1 course, students develop bealicand written
communication skills in simple daily situations. Reading, writing, speaking, and
listening skills are developed through activities such aglaglanterviews, written
projects and presentations. Spanish is the language of instruction and
communication in this class. The units coveregargonal details, appearance

and character, family and friends, at home and at school, daily routines, sports and
leisure, shopping, food and drink, physical health, employment, holidays and
transport, neighborhood, physical geography and environm¥atious cultural
aspects of Spanish Speaking countries are covered within the units of study.
Meeting the learning standards is based on written and oral summative
assessments that address foundationdd §giammar and vocabulary), productive
(speaking and writing) and receptive (reading and listening) skills. This course is
offered to beginners in the language as well as to students with some prior
experience in the language who need more time tebp Level 1 skills

Spanish 2
Prerequisite Completion of HS Spanish 1, or the equivalent
Duration 1 year

Units of Credit 1

In the Spanish level 2 courses, students begin to move towards some independence,
especially in their productivéoral and written) communication. Students will
improve productive skills through the continued use of receptive (reading and
listening) activities with an emphasis on use in context. Spanish is predominantly the
language of instruction and communicatiothis class. The themes covered this
year are: Interpersonal and Familial Relationships, My community, Discovering
India, Food and Drink, Physical health, My childhood, Work and play, Physical
Geography and Environment. Speaking activities focus ontsigwual use and

help connect with varied other skills. Students explore new aspects of the target
culture and make connections with different areas of their studies. Evaluation is
based on summative assignmentstesn stud
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Spanish 3
Prerequisite Completion of HS Spanish 2, or the equivalent
Duration 1 year

Units of Credit 1

In the Spanish level 3 course, students become more independent in their
productive communication and receptive undersigsidiThey improve their
productive skills (oral and written) and their receptive (reading and listening) skills
through varied activities with an emphasis on use in context. Spanish is the main
language of instruction and communication in this classstilithatt is given the
opportunity to use the language in meaningful ways in order to expand upon the
four communicative skills. The course aims to further develop the students'
understanding of culture in Sparsgeaking countries. Students expand their
understanding of cultural perspectives and continue to make connections with other
areas of their studies and life. We complete grammar acquisition by learning
complex tenses. The themes this year are: Personal details, Personal relationships,
Profession®hysical health, Technological advances, Community service, Free time:
holidays and travel, Environmental concerns. Evaluation is based on summative
assignments on studentsd productive (s
and listening) abilitiesvith a growing number of HBvel tasks. This course is
required for entry into HS Spanish AP Language and Culture and HS Spanish 1B
Language B courses.

IB Spanishab initio

Prerequisite No previous experience in the language is
requiredor allowed, all students must be IB Diploma
candidates

Duration 2 years

Units of Credit 2

In IB Spanish ab initio, students explore Spanish language and learn to develop
their intercultural understanding. They will be able to intengutopriately in a
defined range of everyday situations by developing their receptive, productive
and interactive skills. The curriculum is based on the IB Group 2 objectives.
Vocabulary and grammar are introduced in context. To meet the course
requirementsstudents engage in a variety of activities that require them to use the
language for authentic purposes, as well as to read and understand different
types of texts. Further, they are exposed to various cultural aspects of Spanish
speaking countries. Thikould enable them to make comparisons between the
target language and their own and also make connections with other subjects. This
course covers the following thensntities, Experiences, Human ingenuity, Social
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organization and Sharing the Plan8panish is the language of instruction and
communication in this class. Evaluation is based on summative assessments of th
studentsd productive (speaking and wri
skills based on the IB objectives. Thisyean course is offered to students in

grade 11 and 12 with little or no previous exposure to Spanish. At the end of this
course students will be prepared and required to take the IB Spalmishitio

exam.

IB Spanish Language B SL/HL

Prerequisite Successfabmpletion of Spanish level 3 with a score of 5
or better
Duration 2 years

Units of Credit 2

The IB Spanish B1 course builds on the communicative and cultural skills developed
in level 3. In this course, students will learn to express themselves in a wide range
of contexts with growing depth and accuracy. They will go through interviews and
interactive activities in class. They will write structured essays-40@5@ords

and theywill respond to a variety of articles and authentic audios that will test
their comprehension skills. They will discuss a range of social, economic, and
cultural facts of the Spanispeaking world and will be able to draw connections

with other topics. Inhis course we will explore the themes of Identities,
Experiences, Human ingenuity, Social organization and Sharing the Planet. All
interactions in class must take place in Spanish. Our standards are the IBO
language B objectives and we follow the IB sssent criteria. The second year
further develop the studentsd receptdi
prepares them to the format and timing of their IB exams. They complete their
internal assessments by 4kidrch and practice with past IB pape&tudents

wishing to pursue the Higher level will be required to study two original works of
literature. At the end of this course students will be prepared and required to
take the IB Spanish Language B SL or HL exam. Students may also choose the
option to take AP Spanish after completing year one of IB Spanish B SL instead of
continuing with the IB Language B pathway.

AP Spanish Language and Culture

Prerequisite Successful completion of Spanish B SL Year 1, in rare
circumstances, with a teacher recommendation and a score
of 7 inlevel 3

Duration 1 year

Units of Credit 1
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The AP Spanish Language and Culture course emphasizes communication
(undestanding and being understood by others) by applying interpersonal,
interpretive, and presentational skills in +&@l situations. This includes
vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and cultural
awareness. The AP Spanish Languamd Culture course strives not to
overemphasize grammatical accuracy at the expense of communication. To best
facilitate the study of language and culture, the course is taught almost exclusively
in Spanish. The AP Spanish Language and Culture coumgesestidents in an
exploration of culture in both contemporary and historical contexts. The course
devel ops studentsd awar enescss (egnolsappr
books, musiclaws, conventions, institutions), practices (patterns of social
interactions within a culture), and perspectives (values, attitudes, and assumptions).
The curriculum is based on the AP objectives and cover the prescribed themes:
science and technologyergonal and public Identities, families and communities,
global challenges, contemporary life, andabty and aesthetics. Assessnient

based on the AP objectives. Evaluation is based on summative assessments of the
student sd pr oduc nhg)anereceptive éending angl liseemng) wr |
skillshased on the AP objectiveShis is an accelerated ogear course offered

to students in grade 11 or 12 who have studied Spanish for four or more years
and who have a strong interest in the languagethe end of this course students

will be prepared and required to take the ABpanishLanguage and Culture

exam.
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Course Sequence Map

—> French / Spanish B French / Spanish B
SL1 SL2
French/ Spanish 1 French /Spanish2 —»| French/Spanish3 f--=-===-=c-==cecccccmcmnononnas > AP Courses
Ly French / Spanish B French / Spanish B
HL1 HL2

IB French /1B 1B French/IB Spanish
Spanish ab initio 1 ab initio 2

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHIBHENNAI 36



HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2019 - 2020

Social Studies

The Social Studies Department at AISC is committed to providing a program that
will encourage reflective and analytical thinking andedephasize rote learning.
It is our intent that students learn how to make their own interpretations so by the
time theyleave school they are able to think and learn independently and are
aware of their responsibilities as global citizens. To achieve these ends we:

i promote and encourage the application of compassion, thoughtfulness,
and equality
presenthe social studies as a form of inquiry
devel op studentsd® awareness of the
when analyzing sources
encourage the continuous development of aforementioned skills
prepare students for the rigors of university studies

— —_C =<

—

As part of AI SC8s graduation requireme
social studies. Students in Grades 9 and 10 must complete the required social
studies course at each level. The remacriedjt can be earned by taking one of

several elective courses in Psychology, Economics, EntrepreneurshjporHistory
Government, or by completing a social studies course as a participant in either the
Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureatg&ns.

Social Studies 9
Prerequisite Required of all students in Grade 9
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

Social Studies 9 is an integrated course based on standards from the C3
Framework. The class intends to develop stedpatities in the core disciplinary
areas of History, Geography, Economics, and Civics. The goal of this course is to
equip students whtthe tools they will need for conducting ingbaged research,
interpreting data, examining perspectives, assessing claims, and presenting
arguments within a social science contgistory and geography will be the
primary social studies disciplinegdjswith civics and economics secondarily
represented.

Content for the course will be selected from a variety of Modern World History
topics (1500 AD- Present). In the first semester, stisdedil participate in a

series of skilbased workshops beforgelecting a topic for a historical research
project around an annual theme (determined by the National History Day
organization). Students will present this research and culminating project at our
AISC History Day Celebration. In the second semestemtstudll explore the
physical and cultural geography of two important regions of the world: the Indian
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Subcontinent and the Middle East. While geography skills will be emphasized,
students will also learn some of the history, economics, and politieseof th
regions. This oregional studieso appro

Social Studies 10
Prerequisite Required of all students in Grade 10
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

Social Studies 10 is an integrated course based on standards from the C3
Framework. The class intends to develop student capacities in the core social
studies disciplines of history, geography, economics, and civics. The goal of this
course is to equip stents with the tools they will need for conducting inquiry
based research, interpreting data, examining perspectives, assessing claims,
presenting arguments, and evaluating policy options within a social science
context. Civics and economics will be thmany social studies disciplines used,
with geography and history secondarily represented.

In the first semester, students will focus on the regions of Europe and East Asia.
Students will explore the tension between conflict and cooperation, and will
investigate how countries cooperate when they have political differences,
economic differences, and a history of conflict. In the second semester, students will
explore the challenges facing the developing world, with focus on Africa and
Latin America. Studisnwill explore the challenges of sustainable development.
They will investigate issues facing developing countries, research potential policy
options which might alleviate the issues, and collaborate in order to create
projectbased sustainable solutidos shared global issues.

Introduction to Economics

(offered alternating years; available in 20/21)
Prerequisite Successful completion of Social Studies 9
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

Introduction t&cconomics is a general survey course that introduces students to a
variety of fundamental economic concepts. Students will learn about
microeconomics by focusing on the of role scarcity and incentives in-decision
making, supply and demand, the price systerarket failures, and the role of
government in achieving the best outcome for society. Throughout the course,
students wil/l focus on oO0thinking | i ke
disciple to understand and explain real world events. An impgatament of the

class will require that students work collaborativalya @roject that investigates

a current issue from an economic perspe@iglents in Grade 10 may elect to

take this course in addition to Social Studies 10
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Introduction to Psychology

(offered alternating years; available in 19/20)
Prerequisite Successful completion of Social Studies 9
Duration 1 Semester
Units of Credit 0.5

Introduction to Psychology examines a variety of concepts and tools used to
further the understanding of behavior and mental processes. Scientific inquiry and
research methods are at the center of the discipline. Students will explore ways to
measure and@lain behavior at a variety of levels, ranging from genetic and
brainbased influences on behavior to cultural and social influences. Psychological
knowledge enhances our understanding of human development, emotion and
motivation, cognition, learning peeses, perceptual systems and sociocultural
interactions. This course promotes the skills of critical thinking, problem solving, and
teamwork. Students benefit from learning and applying psychological
perspectives on personal and contemporary issues amdthe rules of evidence

and theoretical frameworks of the discipliBtudents in Grade 10 may elect to
take this course in addition to Social Studies 10

History Through the Arts
Prerequisite Successful completion of S@tiadlies 9
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit B

History Through the Arts is an ingbaged course that uses the arts as

provocation for | earning aboWhatnighte pas
PabloPi cassobds O0Guernicadé teach us about
Dyl ands oO0Blowin in the Wi ndo ThHisecbupse us

will draw many examples from painting, music, sculpture, architecture, film, dance,
fashion, culinargirts, and street art. Students will be prompted to investigate the
artists, the historical context in which they lived, and the impact that their art has
had on society, both past and present. Units of study are defined by the different
ways in which artan be used: for religious, social, psychological, and political
purposes. Units will include a set of case studies, followed by opportunities for
students to conduct their own inquiries, individually and in groups, in order to
share their findings witheHarger classStudents in Grade 10 may elect to take
this course in addition to Social Studies 10

Comparative Government
(This course is being retired and will be offered for the last time in the 2019/20
academic year)

Prerequisite Successful completion of Social Studies 9

Duration 1 semester

Units of Credit 5
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Comparative Government explores the governments and politics of several of the
worl dés major nations and rising power
are classified and study examples of highly industrialized democracies, communist
and postcommunist systems, and less developed nations. They will also analyze
and compare the functions of these governments and the political processes that
exist within them. Particular consideration is given to contemporary world issues,
with an emphasis on devping comparative analytical skills and abilities. This
course will culminate with a comparative inquiry between a country of student
choice and one covered in clé8aidents in Grade 10 may elect to take this course

in addition to Social Studies 10

Entepreneurship
Prerequisite Successful completion of Social Studies 9
Duration 1 Semester
Units of Credit 0.5

Entrepreneurship introduces students to the excitement and challenges of starting
a business. Students will learn about entrepreneurship by becoming entrepreneurs,
and the majority of assessments will be prdjased. The goal is to provide
students witimultiple handsn opportunities to use the design cycle to imagine
new goods and services and attempt to bring these to market in order to develop
the insights needed to discover and create entrepreneurial opportunities. Students
will create, manage, andarket products and services of their own design, and
collaborate with other students in Design Technology and Graphic Design courses.
Students will be required to work in collaborative teams for the majority of these
projects.Students in Grade 10 may ekectake this course in addition to Social
Studies 10

AP Economics (Microeconomics and Macroeconomics)
(offered alternating years; available in 19/20)
Prerequisite Successful completion of Social StudiesGiade 9
students may apply to waive prerequisite; subject to
Head of Department approval.
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

AP Economics is designed to provide a learning experience equivalent to a typical
college introductory course in economics. The course aims to give a thorough
understanding of the principles of micamd macroeconomics as they apply to
individual decisiomakers, consumers and producers within the larger economic
system and to the economic system as a whole. The course empowers students to
use economic reasoning in their decisiaking and helps them learn how
economic theory can be applied to understand analyze environmental and

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHIBHENNAI 40



HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2019 - 2020

natural resource problem&t the end of this course students will be prepared and
required to take the AP Microeconomics and/or the AP Macroeconomics exam.

AP Human Geography
(offered alternating years; available in 19/20)

Prerequisites Successful completion of Social Studies 10. Grade 9
students may apply to waive prerequisite; subject to
Head of Department approval.

Duration 1 year

Units of Credit 1

The aim of this AP course is to provide students with a learning experience
equivalent to that obtained in most colldgeel introductory human geography
courses. The purpose of the AP Human Geography course is to introduce students
to the systematic stydof patterns and processes that have shaped human
understanding, us e, and alteration of
spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human socioeconomic
organization and its environmental consequences. al$mylearn about the
methods and tools geographers use in their research and applicAtiehs.end

of this course students will be prepared and required to take the AP Human
Geography Exam.

AP Psychology
(offered alternating years; available®2 1)
Prerequisite Successful completion of Social Studies 10. Grade 9
students may apply to waive prerequisite; subject to
Head of Department approval.
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and
scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other
animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and
phenomena associatedth each of the major subfields within psychology. They
also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and
practice. This course stresses skills in discussion, critical thinking, reading and
writing. Students must be ready teanthe challenges of a rigorous academic
curriculum that is equivalent to an introductory celgs course in psychology.

At the end of this course students will be prepared and required to take the AP
Psychology exam.

AP World History
(offered aternating years; available in 20/21)
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Prerequisite Successful completion of Social Studies 10. Grade 9
students may apply to waive prerequisite; subject to
Head of Department approval.

Duration 1 year

Units of Credit 1

The aim of this AP course is to investigate significant events, individuals,
developments and processes in six historical periods from approximately 8000
B.C.E. to the present. Students develop and use the same skills employed by
historians: analyzing pramy and secondary sources; developing arguments;
making historical comparisons; reasoning about contextualization, causation, and
continuity and change over time. The course provides five themes that students
explore in order to make connections amongerhfit times and places:
interaction between humans and the environment, development and interaction of
cultures; state building, expansion, and conflict; creation, expansion, and
interaction of economic systems; and development and transformation of social
structuresAt the end of this course students will be prepared and required to take
the AP World History Exam.

IB Economics HL/SL
Prerequisite Successful completion of Social Studies 10
Duration 2 years
Units of Credit 2

This course is designed to develop disciplined economic reasoning skills, an ability
to apply tools of economic analysis to situations and data and explain the
findings clearly, an understanding of how individuals and societies organize
themselves in thaigsuit of economic objectives, an ability to evaluate economic
theories, concepts, situations and data in a way which is considered rational and
unprejudiced and international perspectives which feature a tolerance and
understanding of the diversity of ewonic realities in which individuals and
societies functioAt the end of this course students will be prepared and required to
take the 1B Economics HL or SL exam.

IB Psychology HL/SL
Prerequisite Successful completion of Social Studies 10
Duration 2 years
Units of Credit 2

IB psychology examines the interaction of biological, cognitive and sociocultural
influences on human behavior, thereby adopting an integrative approach.
Understanding how psychological knowledge is generated, developed and
applied enables students to aehe a greater understanding of themselves and
appreciate the diversity of human behavior. The ethical concerns raised by the
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methodology and application of psychological research are key considerations in
IB Psychology. Students will develop an awareridssaopsychological research

can be applied for the benefit of human beings, learn how ethical practices are
upheld in psychological inquiry, develop an understanding of the biological,
cognitive and socioultural influences on human behavior, develop an
understanding of alternative explanations of behavior and understand and use
diverse methods of psychological inquitythe end of this course students will be
prepared and required to take the IB Psychology HL or SL exam.

Theory of Knowledge
Prerguisite Offered to Grade 1112 students only
Duration 1 year- 2nd semester of Grade 11 and 1st
semester of Grade 12.
Units of Credit 1

Theory of Knowledge is a key element of the International Baccalaureate Diploma
Program. The purpose of this interdisciplinary course is to stimulate critical
reflection on the knowledge and the experience of students, both in and outside
the classroom anihcluding the various subject areas studied by them in their
other classes. Additionally, the course seeks to understand the sources of, historical
development of, and theories about knowledge. Through the analysis of concepts
and arguments, the courseek® to encourage healthy skepticism in order to
encourage students to acquire a critical awareness of how they and others make
sense of the world, along with increasing students' abilities to express ideas in a
clear and convincing manner.
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Course Sequence Map

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 and 12
AP Courses
2019-20 2020-21

AP Economics AP Psychology
e >
: AP Human )
' 5 Geography AP World History
: IB Courses
201920 2020-21

> IB Economics IB Econmics
—]—V I1B Psychology I1B Psychology

Social Studies 9 Social Studies 10

Electives

Semester Course 0.5
credits each

2019-20 2020-21

Introduction to Introduction to
Psychology Economics
@ Entrepreneurship Entrepreneurship
...................................................... >
History Through the History Through the
Arts Arts
_______ AP Courses concurrent with Comparative :
» SS510 ( By application only) Government New Elective

—> Elective Courses concurrent
with SS10
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SCIENCE

The science department is committed to offering a rigorous and diverse program
that emphasizes collaboration, probisaiving, and reflection. Through an inquiry
and projectbased learning approach we:

0 create an environment that focuses on conceptual understanding and
promotes effective application of the scientific knowledge gained

0 help students develop scientific understanding and prepare them for future

challenges

motivate students to become effective tatators and seltlirected

learners

inspire students to pursue further studies in science and related fields

raise awareness about the important role science plays in society and help

students become informed and ethical citizens

(@]

O« O«

The comprehensive prograsffered includes core classes in Biology, Chemistry,
and Physics, advanced courses (AP and Eiplogy, Chemistry and Phys&s,
well as elective courses to meet the interests and needs of our students.

All students are expected to take Biology in grade 9, followed by Chemistry
and/or Physics in grade 10. Elective courses can be taken from grade 10 in
addition to a core class. In grade 11/12, students can opt for theyteo |B
Diploma courses, take Adwaed Placement courses and/or take elective courses.
Please refer to the course sequence map as some courses are offered on alternate
years.All advanced and elective courses have prerequisitas, it is important to

read the course descriptions carefullyensure that you select an appropriate
course sequence that meets your needs.

Biology (taken by all 9th grade students)
Duration: 1 year
Units of Credit: 1

Biology as the science of life has experienced an information explosion in the past
few decades and, through this course, students will develop the understanding and
skills to interpret this rapidly changing and exciting field. The course is based on
the nnovative Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) prowdimgh

quality science education that will serve them throughout their educational and
professional livesThroughout this course students will be able to ask questions,
define problems, consttuexplanations based on data analysis and design
solutions. Specific biological concepts covered include biochemistry, matter and
energy transformations (respiration and photosynthesis), evolution, inheritance,

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHIBHENNAI 45



HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2019 - 2020

and ecology and biodiversity. This coursé provide a foundation for the
advanced AP and IB Biology courses. Student progress will be assessed against
the standards via written responses, experiential investigation, laboratories, unit
tests, as well as creative projects.

Chemistry
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology and Integrated Math
1, or the equivalent
Duration: 1 year

Units of Credit; 1

Chemistry mattershrough this course students will deepen their understanding of
the physical worldallowing them to respond to the growing challenges facing our
planet. Chemical principles underpin all industrial, medical, biological and
environmental advancements. As a creative experimental science, chemistry is a
prerequisite for many other discipknén higher education such as medicine,
biological research, and environmental science. Throughout this course students will
continue to refine their abilities to ask questions, define problems, construct
explanations, and design solutions. This courséd@soa foundation for the
advanced AP and IB chemistry and biology courses and is aligned with the Next
Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Framework. The core disciplinary ideas
include the structure and properties of matter, chemical reactions, ang.ener
Student progress is assessed against the standards via written responses,
experiential investigations, laboratory investigations, summative assessments, and
creative projects.

Physics
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biologylatetyrated Math
1 or the equivalent
Duration: 1 year

Units of Credit; 1

Physics, the fundamental science, is ayeae course with a strong focus on
conceptual understanding of the subject matter. The course places emphasis on
the key concepts and principles as described in Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS), and will focus on skills of scientific inquiry, analysis and
problemsolving. Here, students learn the basic motions of the universe and the
equations that govern thenheTfirst half of the course concentrates on mechanics
including kinematics, projectile moti
energy & power, gravitation and rotational dynamics. The second half focuses on
oscillations, waves and optics and etengnetism.
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Students will have opportunities to engage in relevant science and engineering
practices to demonstrate their understanding and ability to apply the key
concepts and principles learned by doing hands on activities, virtual and physical
labs and more. Application of these concepts is explored through the problem
solving component of the course that complements the theory. Students will be
assessed through summative semester projects, labs (summative and formative),
and summative and formagiunit assessments

IB Biology HL/SL
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology with a grade of
better and Chemistry with a minimum grade of 4 (S
5 (HL) and teacher recommendation

Duration: 2 years
Units of Credit 2

The IB Biology course includes the study of cells, biochemistry, genetics, evolution,
plant biology, ecology and conservation as well as human anatomy, health and
physiology. The course is designed to enable students to apply knowledge,
methods, and teclopies that characterize science and technology to problem
solving within a global context. Standard scientific method and experimental
design will be used in inquibased and knowledgbased laboratory
investigations. Students enrolled in the IB progrdimals® participate in an
interdisciplinary Group 4 (field work) Proje&t.the end of this course students will

be prepared for and required to take the IB Biology HL or SL exam.

IB Chemistry HL/SL
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Chgnasal Integrated Matt
2 with a minimum grade of 4 (SL) or 5 (Hind
teacher recommendation

Duration: 2 years
Units of Credit: 2

The IB Chemistry course will allow students to deepen their understanding of the
fundamentals of chemistry and explore how these relate to everyday life. Topics
covered include quantitative chemistry, atomic structure, periodicity, bonding,
thermodynamicskinetics, equilibrium, acids and bases, redox, and organic
chemistry. In addition, students will study one of the following four options:
materials, biochemistry, energy, or medicinal chemistry. The course is designed to
enable students to apply the knedde, methods, and techniques that
characterize science and technology to prokdeining within a global context.
Students will also develop their practical and experimental skills through a
program of laboratory investigations culminating in an intgodisary Group 4
(Project, and an Individual Investigation. IB Chemistry students should expect to be
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held to a high standard, doing more sophisticated laboratory experiments and
increasing the amount of time that they spend studying the material
independatly. At the end of this course students will be prepared for and

required to take the IB Chemistry HL or SL exam.

IB Physics HL/SL

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Physics and/or Chemistry and
Integrated Math 2 with a minimum grade o§l4) Er
5 (HL)

Duration: 2 years

Units of Credit: 2

IB Physics is an AlgeHpased Physics course where students explore topics such
as mechanics, waves and oscillations, thermal physics, electricity and magnetism,
atomic, nuclear andarticle physics and energy production through constructivist
learning, discussions and scientific investigations.

Students will be able to appreciate scientific study and creativity within a global
context, apply a body of knowledge, methods and techmigbat characterize
science and technology, develop an ability to analyze, evaluate and synthesize
scientific information, develop experimental and investigative scientific skills
including the use of current technologies, develop and apply 21st century
canmunication skills in the study of science, become critically aware, as global
citizens, of the ethical implications of using science and technology, develop an
appreciation of the possibilities and limitations of science and technology and
develop an undestanding of the relationships between scientific disciplines and
their influence on other areas of knowledge. They are assessed at the end of each
unit.At the end of this course students will be prepared for and required to take the
IB Physics HL or Slam

AP Biology
(Offered alternating years; available in 2020/21)

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Biology and Chewittt a
grade of 5 or betterand Integrated Math 2 & English

with a grade of 4 or better, and teacher recommendation
Duration: 1 year
Units of Credit: 1

AP Biology is a fagbaced course designed to be the equivalent of a-two
semester college introductory biology course usually taken by science majors
during their first year. This course aims to develdpanced inquiry and
reasoning skills, such as designing a plan for collecting data, analyzing data,
applying mathematical routines, and connecting concepts in and across domains.
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Because content, inquiry, and reasoning are equally important in AP biology
laboratory experience and techniques are stresg&dthe end of this course
students will be prepared for and required to take the AP Biology exam.

AP Chemistry
(Offered alternating years; available in 2019/20)

Prerequisite: Successful completionCéfemistry with a grade of 5
or better, and Integrated Math 2 & English with a
grade of 4 or better, and teacher recommendation

Duration: 1 year
Units of Credit: 1

This faspaced class is designed to be the equivalent of the chem@irgec
normally taken in the first year of university. The course centers on the following
six Big ldeas: Structure of Matter, Bonding and Intermolecular Forces, Chemical
Reactions, Kinetics, Thermodynamics, and Equilibrium. Students attain a depth of
undestanding of these topics, and a competence in solving complex chemical
problems. The course aims to assist students to develop their inquiry skills, think
clearly, and express ideas with clarity and logic. Students should expect to be
held to a higher statard with respect to using a colletgvel text, doing more
sophisticated laboratory experiments, and increasing the amount of time spent
studying the materiaAt the end of this course students will be prepared for and
required to take the AP Chemistane

AP Physics 1
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Physics and/or Chemistry and
Integrated Math 2 with a grade of 4 or better
Duration: 1 year

Units of Credit: 1

AP Physics 1 is an algebbbased course where studestglore topics such as
Newtonian mechanics (including rotational motion); work, energy and power,
mechanical waves and sound, and introductory simple circuits. Students develop
scientific critical thinking and reasoning skills through inquiry basedgleahan

develop a deep understanding of foundational principles of physics in classical
mechanics and modern physics by applying these principles to complex physical
situations that combine multiple aspects of physics through discussions, debates,
problemsolving and inquiry based laboratory investigations.

AP Physics C (Mechanics)
(Offered alternating years; available in 2020/21)
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Prerequisite: Successful completion of Physics and/or concurrently
taking AP Calculus AB with a grade of 5 or better in
both

Duration: 1 year

Units of Credit: 1

The AP Physics ®echanics course is an in depth study of mechanics that serves as
the foundation in physics (mechanics) for students who wish to pursue a course in
mechanical engineering. Students are expected to develop strong problem solving
skills, aply the laws of physics to explain physical situations and demonstrate
strong conceptual understanding of all kinds of motion and functioning of machines.
Projects using the concepts of linear and rotational motion to design simple
machines or machine ments such as gears, levers, propellers and the like would
be a major component of this course. Designing projects would require a good
conceptual understanding, problem solving skills, technicalhdwow using
appropriate physical tools and use of ckaology. Students will work on small
projects based on the various concepts in mechanical engineering throughout the
year to be able to create a final product at the end of the academic year.
Students would thus be fully prepared to take the AP PhysMeckanics
examination in May.

Anatomy and Physiology
(This course is being retired and will be offered for the last time in the 2019/20
academic year)

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology with a grade of 4 or
better
Duration: 1 year

Units of Credit: 1

This elective science course includes a detailed study of human body systems. Topics
include anatomical structures, homeostatic balance, the relationship between
structure and functipand the interrelationships between body systems. This course

is recommended for students interested in a hegkted career, especially those

in medicine, nursing, physical therapy, and athletic training. The course may also be
helpful for those studés who plan to enter education as either adifence or

physical education teacher.

Students will acquire skills used in the classification of data, experience in oral and
written communication of data, and skills in drawing logical inferences and
predicting outcomes. Students will apply the principle of physiology to human
health and welbeing and evaluate the applications and career implications of
physiology and anatomy principles. Laboratory activities will include several
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microscopic analyses dfssue specimens as well as several dissections to
accompany the subject matter.

Environmental Science

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology and Integrated
Mathematics 1, or the equivalent
Duration: 1 year

Units of Credit: 1

Environment al Science is an interdisci
with the environment. The course is designed to immerse students in the physical,
biological, and geological systems that shape our environfrteatgoal of this
program is to provide students with the background to make use of scientific
concepts, principles, and modern science practices to analyze environmental issues,
both natural and human induced. Students will learn to apply knowledge &om th
basic sciences and mathematics to solve environmental issues and global problems.
The main focus will be to understand how the biosphere changes naturally and how
human activities are altering it.

Space Science
(Offered in 2019/20 only)

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Integrated Math1 and Biology
Duration: 1 year
Units of Credit: 1

This course begins with a brief study of the origin of the universe, planets in our
solar system, types of galaxies, constielies, star clusters and a general
knowledge of our ancient and modern astronomers, followed by a qualitative and
gquantitative etailed study of stars and the factors that determine their
evolutionary stages. The course will include a study of techniques used by
astronomers to study distance stars such as the stellar parallax, analysis of the
HertzprungRussell diagram to interpreiminosity, magnitude and brightness to be
able classify stars conceptually and quantitatively. The course will conclude with
Nucleosynthesis, theories of the universe and introduction to dark energy and dark
matter. Laboratory work, research, videodyates, discussions about current space
explorations and discoveries form a vital component of the course. Projects range
from research, construction, experimentadsarements to mathematical moudge

of theories.(Standards: based on NGSS).

Science in Ation: ProjecBased Research Elective
(Offered each year starting in 202Q)
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology and IM1, Physics
and/or Chemistry recommended
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Duration: 1 year
Units of Credit: 1

Science is one of the main engines for growth and innovation in our world. This new
elective course will give students the opportunity to develop their scientific thinking
and experimental skills and conduct original research. The course will follow a
PrgectBased Learning approach, with a focus on the application of science to
real-world problems, and will help students deepen their understanding and
appreciation of the role of science in everyday life. The course may also include
opportunities to visitcademic or commercial laboratories and hear from scientists
who are engaged in research. Students will be guided through the scientific
research process in the first semester, learning essential skills and exploring various
scientific content areas. Dgyi the second semester they will embark on
independent research projects of their choice and apply their skills to solve real
problems and answer original research questions.

NOTE:

Forensic Science

This course will not be offered after the 2Z09.&cadenic year. Students who are
interested in studying forensic science can opt to do so as part of the new Science in
Action course starting in 202Q.

Astronomy
This course is available in 2019/20 as part of the Space Science Course. It will not be
offeredafter the 201920 academic year.

Explorations in Astrophysics
This course is available in 2019/20 as part of the Space Science Course. It will not be
offered after the 201220 academic year.

AP Environmental Science

This course will not be offered after the 2018/19 school year. It will be replaced by a
revised Environmental Science course starting i8.2020
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9 -2020

Course Sequence Map

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 and 12
IB Courses #
Biology Chemistry ## 1B Biology SL/HL 1 1B Biology SL/HL 2
IB Chemistry SL/HL 1 IB Chemistry SL/HL 2
Physics ##
IB Physics SL/HL 1 1B Physics SL/HL 2
AP Courses #
2019-20 2020-21
44 May also be taken » AP Biolo
by 11/12 Grade AP Chemistry )
students
This course has a " "
Pre requisite AP Physics 1 AP Physics 1
AP Physics C
( Mechanics)
Electives #
2019-20 2020-21
Environmental Environmental
Science Science
Science in Action -
A;ﬁto?;}/oand Project - based
ysiology Research Elective

Space Science
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Mathematics

The Mathematics department at AISC aims to equip students with the essential
mathematical knowledge and skills of reasoning, problem solving and
communication; and, most importantly, with the ability and the initiative to continue
learning on their own. Wealue multiple approaches encouraging students to
problem solve using mathematical representation and language, verbally, using
graphs and technology, emphasizing process over product. We help students
develop their abilities to explore, make conjectunesgson logically, and
communicate mathematical ideas. Recognizing that individual students learn in
different ways, we provide opportunities for all students to construct and deepen
their own knowledge, and expand their mathematical horizons. We seek to
develop an enriching environment that pushes students to think critically as
problem solvers and to recognize the intrinsic beauty of mathematics. To
accomplish these goals, the Common Core State Standards for the introductory
courses together with the hm&tional Baccalaureate and the Advanced
Placement programs for advanced level courses, serve as our curricular
framework. All standards are internationally benchmarked, and are based on a
philosophy of teaching and learning that is consistent with the cmwent
research.

Integrated Mathematics 1
Prerequisite Successful completionGrade 8 Mathematics
Duration 1 year
Units of credit 1

Integrated Mathematics 1 formalizes and extends the mathematics that students
learn in the middle grades. The critical areas, organized into units, deepen and
extend the understanding of linear relationships, in part by contrasting them with
exponential penomena, and in part by applying linear models to data that
exhibit a linear trend. Students will interpret arithmetic sequences as linear
functions and geometric sequences as exponential functions. They will master the
concepts of domain and range. Theill wxplore systems of equations and
inequalities, and use regression techniques to describe linear relationships. They
will establish triangle congruence criteria, based on analyses of rigid motions and
formal constructionginally, will students userectangular coordinate system to
verify geometric relationships, including properties of special triangles and
guadrilaterals, and slopes of parallel and perpendicular lines. The Mathematical
Practice Standards apply throughout the course and, togetherthgitcontent
standards, prescribe that students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful,
and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem
situations.

Integrated Mathematics 2
Prerequisite Successful completionndégrated
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Mathematics Wwith grade of 3 or better.
Duration 1 year
Units of credit 1

The focus of Integrated Mathematics 2 is on quadratic algebragandhetry.
Students will learn to compare the characteristics and behavior of quadratic
functions, to those of linear and exponential functions from the previous course.
The need for extending the set of rational numbers arises, and complex nhumbers
are intoduced so that quadratic equations can be solved for all cases. Students
will learn to extend the laws of exponents to rational exponents and explore
distinctions between rational and irrational numbers by considering their decimal
representations. Theyligreate and solve equations, inequalities, and systems of
equations, involving exponential and quadratic expressions. They will learn to
establish a link between probability and data through conditional probability and
counting methods, including the& im making and evaluating decisions. They will
study similarity to understand right triangle trigonometry and its connection to
guadratics through Pythagorean relationships. Finally, they will study the
properties of circles, parabolas and their quadratiepresentations. The
Mathematical Practice Standards apply throughout the course and, together with
the content standards, prescribe that students experience mathematics as a
coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability toenake s

of problem situations.

Integrated Mathematics 3

Prerequisite Successful completionmégratedviathematics 2 with
a grade of 3 or better
Duration 1 year

Units of Credit 1

In Integrated Mathematics 3, students pull together and apply the accumulation of
learning that they have from their previous courses, with the content grouped into
four critical areas, organized into units. Students expand their repertoire of
functions tanclude polynomial, rational, and radical functions. They expand their
study of right triangle trigonometry to include general triangles and open up the
idea of trigonometry applied beyond the right triangle as well as the study of the
unit circle. Theypmly methods from probability and statistics to draw inferences
and conclusions from data. And, finally, students bring together all of their
experience with functions and geometry to create models and solve contextual
problems. The Mathematical Practitan8ards apply throughout the course and,
together with the content standards, prescribe that students experience
mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their
ability to make sense of problem situations.
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AP Calculus AB
Prerequisite Successful completion of Integrated Maths®atith
a grade of 5 or better. Students earning a 4 may apply
for a waiver with teacher recommendation.
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

The AP Calculus AB course is for the student with a strong mathematical
background and is comparable to a esemester calculus course in U.S. colleges
and universities. The course is pri ma
understanding of theoacepts of calculus, and providing experience with its
methods and applications. The course emphasizes arepngdsentational
approach to calculus, with concepts, results and problems being expressed
graphically, numerically, analytically and verballfpeTconnections among these
representations are important. Through the use of the unifying themes of limits,
derivatives, integrals, applications, and modeling, the course becomes a cohesive
whole rather than a collection of unrelated topics. These themeg\seloped

using all the functions learned in the previous courses. Technology is used regularly
to reinforce the relationships among the multiple representations of functions, to
confirm written work, to implement experimentation, and to assist jmeftibey
resultsAt the end of this course students will be prepared to take the AP Calculus AB
exam.

AP Calculus BC
Prerequisite Successful completion of Integrated Mathematitis 3
a grade of 7 or better.
Duration 1 year
Units of Credi 1

The AP Calculus BC course is for the student with a strong mathematical
background and is comparable to a t@emester calculus course in U.S. colleges
and universities. This course emphasizes arepudentational gproach to
calculus, with concepts, results and problems being expressed graphically,
numerically, analytically and verbally. The connections among these
representations are important. Through the use of the unifying themes of limits,
derivatives, integrajsapplications and modeling, the course becomes a cohesive
whole rather than a collection of unrelated topics. These themes are developed
using all of the functions that students have learnt in earlier courses. Additional
topics such as sequences and separametric and polar functions, and logistic
differential equations are also taught in the course. Technology is used to
reinforce the relationships among the multiple representations of functions, to
implement experimentation, and to assist in intengreesults. AP Calculus BC is

an extension of AP Calculus AB rather than an enhancéném. end of this
course students will be prepared to take the AP Calculus BC exam.
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AP Statistics

Prerequisite Successful completion of Integrated Mathewmiltics 3
a grade of5 or better.
Duration 1 year

Units of Credit 1

The purpose of the AP course in Statistics is to introduce students to the major
concepts and tools for analyzing data and drawing conclusions. Students will be
exposed to four broad conceptual themes: describing patterns and departure
from patterns, plaring and conducting a study, exploring random phenomena
using probability, and finally simulation and estimating population parameters
while testing hypotheses. Additionally, this course will teach students how to
communicate statistical methods, resutlsirgerpretations. Students will also
learn how to use graphing calculators, and read computer outputs to enhance the
development of statistical understanding. They will be involved in collecting
information, communicating that information, solving p®laedc justifying the
results. This course draws connections between all aspects of the statistical process,
including design, analysis, and conclusidrike end of this course students will be
prepared to take the AP Statistics exam.

IB Mathematic#\nalysis SL/Hl.Year 1 (New IB Math Curriculum)

Prerequisite  Successful completion of Integrated Mathematics 3 with a
score of 4 or better. (Students that are required to
complete an IB Diploma may appeal to enter this course
with successful completibrinbegrated Math 2 or 3.
Students entering on appeal may be required to complete
a program of summer study.)

Duration 1 year
Units of credit 1

The IB Mathematics Analysis course provides students with a sound mathematical
foundation peparing them for future studies in both the physical and social
sciences as well as the study of pure mathematics. The objective of the course is
for students to develop mathematical mastery of Algebraic skills, increase
proficiency of preCalculus topicand to introduce students to the concepts of
Differential Calculus and Vector Analystommunication skills are a key aspect

of the course. Emphasis is placed on developing logical arguments, using
appropriate mathematical notations and terminology amiiing mathematical
solutions in clear and concise language. Use of a graphic display calculator in the
course allows students to see connections and develop understanding through the
proper use of technology. The course content includes advanced tAfgiebria

and Trigonometry, Probability and Statistics, Vector Analysis and introductory
Differential CalculusStudents successfully completing this course will be prepared
for the second year of IB Mathematical Analysis at either the Standard or Higher
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Level. Students who have entered this course on appeal may only take the course a
an SL level.

IB Mathematics SlYear 2
Prerequisite  Successful completioniBfMathematics SL/HL Year 1
with a grade of 3 or better.
Duration 1 year
Units of credit 1

The IB Mathematics Standard Level course provides students with a sound
mathematical background to preparfer future studies in the sciences and
economics. The objective of the course is to develop logical, critical and creative
thinking, and to enhance the ability to generalize results and transfer skills to
alternative situationsEmphasis is laid on the development of communication skills
using appropriate mathematical notations and terminolgggents will expand
theirunderstanding of probability, statistics and calculus while also reviewing and
applying concepts from previousoursework Studentswill complete a
Mathematical Exploration, a written piece of work investigating a topic in
mathematics selected by the stodevith the help of the teachefhe use of
graphic display calculators exposes students to technology and provides
opportunities for visual interpretation of grapAsthe end of this course students
will be prepared to take the IB Math SL exam.

IBMathematics HL, Year 2
Prerequisite Successful completiti Mathematics HL, Year 1 with
a grade of 3 or better.
Duration 1 year
Units of creditl

This course is designed for students who passionate aboutlearning
mathematics and are capable of a more rigorous course at an accelerated pace.
It emphasizes the mukpresentational approach to developing the different
concepts, problems, and results geometrically, numerically, analytically and
verbally. It ams at developing an insight into the mathematical form and structure
and the link between the concepts in the different topics. The cmweses
differential calculus, integral calculus, first order differential equationeell as

an introduction to presentations of functions using power series. A Mathematical
Explorationis integral part of the course and enables students to demonstrate the
application of their skills and knowleddgehe Exploration is a piead written

work investigatig a mathematal topic chosen by the student with the help of the
teacher.Students completing this course will be prepared to take the IB Math HL
exam.

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHIBHENNAI 58



HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2019 - 2020

Data Analysis (Elective)

Prerequisite Successful completion of Integrated Mathematics 3 with a
grade of 3or better.
Duration (1 semesteronesemester only per year

Units of credit 0.5

This is a onreemester coursgesigned to explore methods of collecting data,
summarizing and exploring data distributions, graphical amamerical
representations, linear regression, correlation and design of experiments. This
course will provide students with an understanding of fundamental notions of data
presentation and analysis and also emphasizes on using statistical methods for the
exploration and analysis of data sets.

Personal Finance (Elective)
Prerequisite Successful comjiet of Integrated Mathematican&h a
grade of 3 or better.
Duration (1 semester)one €mester only per year
Units of credit 0.5

This is a onsemester course designed to understand terminology relating to
personal and business mathematics applications and apply basic math and
statistical skills to the solution of both personal and businesstausic

It also focuses on using common mathematical formulas to solve a variety of
personal and business situations as well as applying knowledge of computer and
calculator use in dalily life.

The emphasis on this course will be on projects and afgsled
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Course Sequence map

Integrated Math 1

= 3

Integrated Math 2

= 3

Integrated Math 3

= 4 = 3 =7 = 5 (4 - Waiver) > 5(4-Waiver)

Electives

1B Mathematics Data Analysis
Analytics HL/ SL 1 -1 Semester
Personal Finance

=i Soreatel \/

AP Calculus BC
-1 Semester only

AP Calculus BC AP Calculus AB AP Statistics

1B Mathematics HL 1 1B Mathematics SL 1

l |

1B Mathematics HL 2| 1B Mathematics SL 2

* IB Curriculum changing 2019-20

Performing Arts

The Performing Arts Department at AISC believes that a strong training in music,
voice, and theatre are conduits for teaching creative thinking andosdiflence.

Our mission is deeply aligned with the core values of AISC. We see performance
as a powerfil tool for promoting personal growth and communication. Through
the performing arts our students learn to convey feeling and emotion, and how to
make a human connection with the audience. Students of the performing arts
learn to support one another, lablorate with others, and grow into wedunded
individuals, present and engaged in the world around them.

Music

Guitar
Prerequisite None
Duration 1 Semester
Units of Credit 0.5
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Guitar is a nofperformance coursdesigned for students wanting to learn the
basics of music through acoustic guitar. No prior experience in music is required.
The class is structured to be both an individualized and small group format to
allow the motivated student to achieve the highastl of proficiency possible
during the semester. Each student will be responsible for completing a series of
technical skills and will demonstrate a developing and working knowledge of music

theory.

Cadet Band
Prerequisite None
Duration 1 year

Units of Credit 1

In the Cadet Band course students are introduced to playing a woodwind, brass
or percussion instrument in a group setting. No prior knowledge of music is
required. By the end of thiigst year, students will demonstrate characteristic tone
on their instrument, count rhythms, keep a steady beat, read traditional music
notation, and discuss their music preferences with appropriate vocabulary. Class
time is used for group music rehearsahile students complete their daily
individual practice at home. Cadet Band members perform for their classmates
during rehearsal and for the public at scheduled concerts.

Concert Band
Prerequisite Successful completion of Cadet Batehoher
recommendation
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

The Concert Band is an active, musiking ensemble. In this performabased

course, ensemble members work to build technical facility on their instrument
individually and create artistic expression within the group collectively. The
majority of classime will be spent rehearsing for and participating in live public
concerts and in recording portfolios of intermediate wind band music. Concert
Band members learn how to create authentic performances of music from a
variety of times and places by exploringusic theory, history, aural skills and
analysis of form. Membership in the Concert Band demands signifibanteat
practice, occasional afteaxchool rehearsals, and a commitment to all scheduled
performances.

Symphonic Band
Prerequisite Sucsies completion of Concert Banteacher
recommendation
Duration 1 year
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Units of Credit 1

The Symphonic Band is Al SCds f-bamegishi p
course, ensemble members strive to achieve the highest possible technical facility
on their instrument individually and the deepest level of artistic expression within
the groy collectively. The majority of class time will be spent rehearsing for and
participating in live public concerts and in recording portfolios of advanced wind
band music. In order to create stylistically appropriate performances, Symphonic
Band members Wiblso explore music theory, history, aural skills and formal
analysis, and will produce written critiques of a wide range of live and recorded
examples. Membership in the Symphonic Band demands signifitemheat
practice, occasional afteichool reheaads, and a commitment to all scheduled
performances.

Concert Choir
Prerequisite None
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

This course is designed to be practical in nature. Students may have sung in a
choral setting previously, either in high school or middle school, though this is not a
requirement.

The course will cover a broad range of choral experiences, including large
ensemble, small ensemble, quartets, trios, duets, and solo work. Course content will
include proper vocal production, breathing technique, sight singing, music theory,
and performance etiguette, plus the basics of musicology, history, and composers.
Assessents will include rehearsal and concert performances with individual
singing tests administered regularly. Theoretical and practical examinations are
held at the end of each term.

Chamber Choir
Prerequisite One year of Concert Choir aleater recommendation
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

This course will focus on performance of advanced choral repertoire from a wide
variety of world cultures and historical periods. The focus will be on singing four
part harmony in a small group setting. A capella literature and polyphonic
singing will B emphasized. The course will also seek to develop the individual
solo voice. Singers must be comfortable holding a part in the midst of close
harmonies. Experience in vocal independence, harmonization ability, and sight
singing is necessary to succeethe course. Instruction and practice in healthy
vocal technique for a solo voice will be given. Students will be required to
memorize music quickly. Music theory will be taught in the context of
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performance literature. Individual and ensemble peréorce inside and outside

the classroom will be integrated into yearly course work. Individual singing tests
will be administered regularly.  Students will perform in regularly scheduled
school concerts in addition to potential other opportunities iothenunity
throughout the year.

Course Sequence Map

Cadet Band Concert Band »  Symphonic Band
Concert Choir »  Chamber Choir
Guitar

Theatre Arts

ANe assemble in a space and divide into two parts, one of which enacts stories for
the remainder. We know of no society where this ritual never fiappens.
fi Declan Donnellan

Theatreis a ubiquitous, multaried, and essential form of human expression. In
the Theatre Arts courses we explore both the conceptual and practical elements of
Theatre through reaborld performance and design projects.

Theatre 9 & 10
Prerequisite None
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1
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Theatre 9 & 10 provides students with a practical grounding in theatrical
techniques and skills across a broad range of disciplines. Students who take both
years of the course will cover aspects of acting pedormance, directing,
devising original works, theatrical design, and technical theatre. Through practical
theatre projects, students will develop skills of planning, communication and
collaboration.

Theatre 9 & 10 is offered on a twgear rotating cy@. Students can join in either
year, and continue for all or part of the twear curriculum.

Theatre 11 & 12 IB Theatre
Prerequisite None
Duration 1 year
Units of Credit 1

In this course, we will explore one majon e st i on: owhat is tt
find an answer, students will experience unfamiliar theatrical forms, examine the
ideas of theatre makers, and undertake practical work to create original
performances.

All students will complete three major ass®smcreating and performing an
original piece of devised theatre with a small group, presenting research into an
unfamiliar theatrical form, and a dir
published play. IB students taking Theatre at the Higher Lé#lvalse create a

solo performance based on research into a theatre practitidwéhe end of this

IB course students will be prepared and required to take the IB Theatre Exam.

Theatre for 11th and 12th graders will be delivered on the IB Theatre framework.
Students are encouraged to take the course as part of their IB Diploma or
Certificate candidacy. Students joining for one year, or otherwise uninterested in
IB credit, can takthe course for AISC credit with modified assessment criteria.
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Course Sequence Map

9 and 10 Theaire 9 and 10 Theaire
Year A Year B

|B Theatre Year 1/
11 and 12 Theatre

IB Theatre Year 2/
11 and 12 Theatre

Visual Arts

Foundations 2D Studio Art 1/2
Foundations 3D Studio Art 1/2
Prerequisite None
Duration 1 year

Units of Credit 1

This is a foundations course that will prepare art students to become proficient in
the art process, through teaclgerided assignments and student selected
pathways.

The course is a projecand portfolicbased class in which students will be
exposed to multiple genres of artwork, art history and artists. Investigation books,
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teacher and studented workshops, as well as individual and class critiques will
support thalevelopment of their work.

To facilitate learning students will be required to designate their initial preferred
core art making form2D or 3B- during course registration. This data will enable
us to place each student in the appropriate core styndioesso that we can best
support their identified focus.

A studentds designated core preference
it should be considered a starting point. Throughout the year, all students will be
supported in various media amadt making forms outside of their core selection if

they choose. All students will have access to both 2D and 3D studios, enabling
them to: attend crossover workshops, work ortaerenprojects, attend crossover
critiqgues and collaborate with other asist

This is a year long couts#t, semester entolent will be considered wisipecial
circumstances.

Studio Art 3/4 5/6, 7/8

Prerequisite None

Duration 1 semester

Units of Credit 1

The main objective of this course ipravide students with an authentic, studio
based art learning experience that is personalized, flexible and supported.

Throughout the year, students will choose to explore and investigate art media
and forms including, but not limited to: sculpture araivics, traditional drawing

and painting, and leAsased digital media. Students will learn how to use the
elements of art and principles of design to develop artwork for personal
expression.

The course is a projecand portfolicbased class in whichudents will be
exposed to multiple genres of artwork, art history and artists. Investigation books,
teacher and studented workshops, as well as individual and class critiques will
support the development of their work.

To facilitate learning studentsll be required to designate their initial preferred

core art making form2D or 3D- during course registration. This data will enable

us to place each student in the appropriate core studio space so that we can best
support their identified focus.
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Agd udentds designated core preference
it should be considered a starting point. Throughout the year, all students will be
supported in various media and art making forms outside of their core selection if
they chose. All students will have access to both 2D and 3D studios, enabling
them to: attend crossover workshops, work orarenprojects, attend crossover
critiqgues and collaborate with other artists.

This course can be taken multiple times and studentd stgister for the
appropriate level based on the number of semesters of art they have previously
completed. For example, a student who has taken two semesters (1 year) of art
should register for Studio Art 3/4 while a student who has taken four senf2sters
years) of art should register for Studio Art 5/6. As the program is individualized,
students who have not yet taken a high school art course should register for
Foundations Studio Art 1/2.

While students can select taking only one semester of Strdia & highly
recommended that students register for two sequential semesters in the same year
(e.g.: Studio Art 3 & 4).

IB Art HL/SL
Required 2 years of prewus art study omstructor approval
based on portfolio review
Duration 2 years

Units of Credit 2

This course aims to create an understanding, tolerance and respect of self and
others through studying international artwork, styles and history including
contemporary works along with studio wdBkudents will develop a "process
portfolio" that includes: analytical research, discovery, interpretation and media
experiments. These may include responses to articles, reports from gallery/museum
visits, photos, photocopies, magazine clippings, etien&uwill choose which
medium they are to work in and ultimately they will have an exhibit to show their
work at the end of the program. At the end of this course students will be
prepared and required to complete the IB Art SL or HL assessments.
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Course Sequence Map

> IB Art

Studio Art 1/2

Studio Art 3/4

Y

> Studio Art 5/6 > Studio Art 7/8

Physical and Health Education

In physical and health education we provide students with a unique opportunity to
display their creativity, compassion, courage, and confidence in a safe
environmertbeyond the classroom. Our main objective is to guide students in
understanding the imparice of valuing physical activity for its contribution to a
healthy lifestyle and enhancing their health beyond the school. Interpersonal skills
such as demonstrating respect, offering positive feedback, demonstrating
responsible behavior in terms of phgbiand emotional safety are essential for
success in PE

This model allows students to explore a variety of possible lifelong health
enhancing pursuits.

Health
Prerequisite  None
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

Health class will focus on delivering American Center for Disease Control National
Health Education Standards to students. Course content aims to teach skills in
awareness and decision making towards healthy behaviors, finding reliable and
relevant healthinformation and services, analyzing external factors that influence
health and practicing mindfulness. Units covered in Health include mental health
and wellbeing, substance use and abuse, sexuality and relationships, basic first
aid and violence preventio The final summative is a passion project where
student dive deeper in a unit topic of their choice to further their understanding
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and uncover new ideas. The Health course is designed to be taken before 11th
grade, though any student without a healtlditn@ust take the class to graduate.

Yoga and Rhythmic Movement
Prerequisite  None
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

This Physical Education course will provide students the opportunity-for self
expansion, empowerment, and exploratiooulgh yoga and rhythmic movement.

The major theme of this course is to provide students with skills and opportunities to
create summative performances using yoga and rhythmic movement individually, in
small groups and as a whole class. Rhythmic movemeonibination of modern
dance, as well as skills involving ribbon dance and other dance genres that are
used to evoke the exploration of dynamic, flowing, and sequential movements.
Hatha yoga is a branch of Yoga that uses physical poses, breathing teshniq

and meditation to achieve better health for both mind and body. This class will
work toward developing an appreciation for lifelong individual fithess focusing on
the exploration through dance and yoga.

Adventure Activities
Prerequisite  None
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

The Adventure Activities class will help instill courage and confidence in
participants through a variety of active and classroom learning methods. Topics
include; camp craft, water pursuits, rock climbing ampbelling, expedition
planning and an adventure race. Students will also learn group dynamic skills and
opportunities to lead their peers in a variety of group initiatives. Students will
learn to apply survival skills such as fire and shelter building, laghing and
wilderness survival scenarios on campus. Students will demonstrate their camp craft
skills learnt in the semester and participate an overnight expedition outside. The
overnight expedition will include a small additional cost.

Personal Fitnes for MenWomen;Pesonal Fitness foiVomen
Prerequisite  None
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5 - may be repeated for credit

The Personal Fitness class is provided in two separate sections; one for mixed

gender and one for women. The class provides an environment that develops
physical, mental, and social awareness to achieve a lifetime of physical activity.
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The major theme difiis course is to provide a broad based fitness experience that
teaches the fundamentals and techniques of gymnastic, traditional cardio and
weight training. Students will be expected to show progress in pursuit of mastery
of key movements while incregsiverall fithess through regular benchmarking of
achievemen(The value of movement in a balanced lifestyle is enggthsind
students will take the key concepts learned and be able to implement a personally
tailored approach to their own lifelorghysical goals. Students will also learn the
role of nutrition for performance, digestive health and/or physical change.

Endurance Training
Prerequisite  None
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

Endurance training class will focus on deimd the components of fitness that
most affect endurance activities. This course will be designed to prepare for
activities or events that require sustained aerobic effort. Students will be
measuring their endurance training regularly with heart ratétongnbenchmark

tests and fitness logs. The events that will take place in the endurance training
could be the Raptefhon, 5k and 10K, and opportunities to compete in local
competitions around Chennai. The class will work toward developing an
appreciation for training programs and a lifelong pursuit of endurance fitness
activities.

Students will develop knowledge, understanding and performance of key fitness
skills related to endurance activities. Cardiovascular and muscular endurance
(stamina) will be the focus along with auxiliary skills of strength, power and
flexibility. In additon to physical skills, students will also develop an awareness of
the role of how nutrition and rest affects training and many other factors that
contribute to personal wellness.

Racquet and Batting Sports

(offered alternative years; available in 19/20)
Prerequisite  None
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

The Racquet and Batting Sports class is a one semester class that will focus on a
variety of activities which may include softball/baseball, cricket, badminton,
tennis, table tennis dmother related sports. Students will identify and further
develop the specific physical and game components of racquet and batting sports,
leading to increased levels of performance. They will apply their knowledge of
these components, together with rukéstegies and tactics related to racquet

and batting activities.
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Recreational Games

(offered alternative years; available in 20/21)
Prerequisite  None
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

The Recreational Games class values participati@ncompetition in a variety of
athletic activities. Participants will recognize the value of physical activity for
health, enjoyment, challenge, s{pression and social interaction. Activities may
include frisbee and frisbee golf, archery, martialsaislackline, bocce and local
games.

Basketball/Soccer/Volleyball for Women or Men
(offered alternative years; available i20/21)

Prerequisite None
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

The Basketball/Soccer/Volleyball class is provided in two separate sections; one
mixed gender and one for women. This course will be designed for one who
enjoys participating in 3 of the traditional SAISA sports which are offered at AISC.
The units will bdesigned to explore the skills, movements and strategies for each
specific sport. Students will work individually and together as a team in various
games and tournaments. The class will work toward developing an appreciation
for training programs, lifel@n fithess surrounding basketball, soccer and
volleyball. Students will be expected to demonstrate competency in these areas as
well as to apply knowledge of concepts, principles, strategies and tactics related
to basketball, soccer, and volleyball performea.

Information and Design Technology

The Information and Design Technology Department at AISC is dedicated to
offering a program that provides opportunities for study and creativity within a
context that will stimulate and challenge students develtipngkills necessary

for independent and lifelong learning. The courses will be focused on developing
the students on Design Thinking, Problem Solving, Coding with Logic, Learning
through Tinkering and Making. The aim of the courses is to make thes student
become aware of how computer scientists and design engineers work and
communicate with each other and with the client for whom they develop the
products. The teachers act as facilitators assisting students in the process of
successful development and lemgentation of IT and design solutions. The
programs enable students to apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and
techniques that characterize computer science and design technology.
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Introduction to Design Technology
Prerequisite None
Length of course 1 Semester
Units of Credit ;)

Introduction to Design Technology is a handgrojectbased course where
students design and create functional products using the design thinking process.
Students will develop design drawing skills, basic hand tool, power tool and
material skills in der to design and create a product.

A major emphasis is on the active involvement of the students in designing and
producing real world applications, i.e. small functional products, furniture, jewelry
boxes, desk organizers, etdopics covered includsafety, engineering drawing,

hand and power tools, materials and laser cutting, 3D printing and computer
aided design (CAD and CAM).

Engineering Design 1
Prerequisite Successfutompletion of Introduction to Design
Technology or 8th Grade
DesignTechnology
Length of course 1 Semester
Units of Credit 0.5

This is the second level Design course, designed to give stieents
knowledge, skill an@xperience with product and engineering design using the
design thinking process. The students will be given a variety of engineering
challenges to solve with a product solution. Students will use betiréaandnd

CAD drawings to develop their ideas designing functional products using a
variety of tools, materials and equipment. The main project for this course will be
designing a product for a client using the tools and concepts in structural,
electrical/electronics and mechanical engineering.

Ergineering Design Il
Prerequisite Successful completEngineering Design |
Length of course 1 Semester
Units of Credit 0.5

This is an advanced Design course offered to give students an opportunity to
further build onto theiprevious Design experience by being challenged to
advance their skills in engineering design, creative predidving, CAD drawing

as well as use of han@nd machingool skills. This will be a projdEsed course

using the design thinking processriate prototype projects using a variety of
techniques, materials, tools and equipment.
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Mobile Application Development

Prerequisite None
Length of course 1 semester
Units of Credit 0.5

Mobile Application Development course introduces students to the concept and
applications of Mobile Computing Principles. It uses the visual programming
languages and platforms such as MIT App Inventor and ApplLab to provide a
rigorous, programmiAgased ntroduction to computer science using a project
based curriculum. Students learn computer science by building socially useful
mobile apps. In this way, student learning will be associated closely with their
interests and grounded in their schools, themebp and their communities.
Students who have the pkaowledge of programming language can move to

the next level of App Development using Java for Android Mobile Apps, and
Swift for IOS devices.

Introduction to Programming

Prerequisite Nen
Duration 1 semester
Units of Credit 5 credit

Introduction to programming is an introductory course for those students who are
interested in taking higher level programming courses such as AP Computer
Science or IB Computer Science. This course will focus on the science of designing
computer programasing an objeebriented style. The requisite skills include the
development and analysis of algorithms, the development and the use of
fundamental data structures, the study of standard algorithms and typical
applications, and the use of logic and formedthods. Students are introduced to
entrylevel programming constructs that will help them apply their knowledge of
computational thinking in practical ways. They will learn how to read code and
pseudocode as well as begin to develop strategies for delmgggrograms. By
developing computational thinking and programming skills, students will have the
core knowledge to define and solve problems in future computer science courses.
During the course, students will develop these skills using Java as a means for
learning programming which includes the fundamental syntax and semantics of
JAVA for applications and web applets. The types of problems solved by means
of programming will vary (ie. math, science, finance and graphics). A major
project is due at the enaf the semester.

AP Computer Science A
Prerequisite Successful completion of Introolidod
Programmingr Mobile
Application Development
Duration 1 year
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Units of Credit 1

The AP Computer Sciencecdurse is an advanced course in computer science
which prepares the students to take up the AP Computer Science Examination
conducted by College Board. This course covers the fundamentals of Java
programming, such as the significance of chjéented ppgramming and the

steps to create simple Java programs. Students taking this course will have hands
on experience learning objectiented concepts such as inheritance, encapsulation
and abstraction. They learn how to create and use Java classes cormaBysg

loops, and conditional constructs. They also learn to use and manipulate object
references, and to write errdrandling code. The course provides a solid
understanding of what the Java platform is and how it is used in real world
applications. Atthe same time, the design and implementation of computer
programs is used as a context for introducing other important aspects of computer
science, including the development and analysis of algorithms, the development
and use of fundamental data structyrtée study of standard algorithms and
typical applications, and the use of logic and formal methods. The course has 20
hours of compulsory Lab components which needs to be completed by the
students. In addition, the responsible use of these systeritgagah part of the
courseAt the end of this course students will be prepared and required to take the
AP Computer Science A exam.

IB Computer Science SL

Prerequisite Successful completion of Introduction to
Programming or Mobile Application
Development

Duration 1 year

Units of Credit 1

The IB computer science course is a rigorous and practical psoblam
discipline. This is a 1 year course which will be taught together with AP Computer
Science. The course requires an understanding of the fundamental concepts of
computational thinkg as well as knowledge of how computers and other digital
devices operate. During the course the student will develop computational
solutions.

This will include the ability to:
identify a problem or unanswered question

design prototype and test a proposed solution
liaise with clients to evaluate the success of the proposed solution and
make recommendations for future developments.

~
~

~

To begin, students will learn four topics (system fundamentals, computer
organization, networks and computational thinking, prebtdving and
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programming) along with one option (chosen from databases, modeling and
simulation, web science or objegened programming) and will have one piece

of internally assessed work which includes a computational sohittbe.end of

this course students will be prepared and required to take the IB Computer Science £

exam.

Course Sequence Map

InformationTechnology

Introduction to AP Computer

Computer -
Programming Science

Mobile App 1B Computer
Development Science

Design Technology

Introduction to Engineering Engineering
Design Technology Design 1 Design 2

Learning Support Services

Learning To Learn
Length of course 1 semester or yedong
Units of Credit 0.25 per semester

Learning to Learn (L2L) gives students the opportunity to understand how to learn
effectively, and efficiently. It teaches the fundamental skills necessary to improve
learning and performance, and helps students realize both academic and
personal success.ear ni ng to Learn challenges t|
teaching study habits and new concepts gleaned from real life academic
scenarios. The strategies and concepts are specific, yet flexible enough to be
tailored to unique, individual needs.
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Topics include strategies, such as spaced repetition, interleaving, elaboration, and
dual coding. Students will also explore habits associated with organizatien, time
management, procrastination, executive functioning, expectation and reward,
managing stre s , and o0deep wor k©o. There wild.l
apply new routines to their core classwork each day. This course is ideal for
preparing prospective students for life as a university student and fdorige
learning in businesses and angations.

Other Courses

Yearbook
Prerequisite None
Duration 1 year

Units of Credit 1

Yearbook is a yeatong, elective course. The major responsibility of the yearbook
student staff is to produce a memorable sclyearbook. Student staff work
collaboratively and incorporate personal creativity, art, computer technology and
desktop publishing skills under the guidance and instruction of an advisor to
produce a book that ctodag opsratiamsuas wed ast i r e
major events in the school life of our student population ranging from our Early
Years classrooms to our graduating seniors as well as our many staff and faculty
that make up our AISC family.

Student staff are assessed using standardizediositon each of their page
spreads using-22 Common Core English Language Arts Standards. Each spread
receives a series of formative scores for each minor deadline and a summative
score for each major deadline. Students are encouraged to redo or intheive
pages based on the feedback received from the formative assessments.

Yearbook is a course that may be retaken more than once for credit. Students
who choose this growth opportunity do so in order to have a leadership role as a
Yearbook Editein-Chief. A Yearbook Editan-Chief is expected to meet the
same deadlines and standards as his or her fellow student staff members, but is
also tasked with more crucial roles such as developing theme, designing layouts,
and assisting in the communicatiawéen the yearbook student staff and school
faculty, student body, publisher support, and school administration.
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Personalized Learning
American International School Chennai

Personalized Learning @ AISC

> o
X TCA
o B
Q
O
O
(=
Self-Directed
% Passion Project
TC& Academic Personalized
E Learning (APL)
Online Personalized

Learning (OPL)

Complexity. consisting of a number of different and connected padss
challenging to understand

SeltDirectedthe learner is responsible for all or most of the decisions concerned
with their learning and the implementation of those decisions

Modified definition of Autonomous Learner by
Learnerso.
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Personalized Learning at AISC

Personalized Learning empowers studentead their learning and provides
them the opportunity to:

1. Demonstrate a love for learning by pursuing their academic, social, or
global interests

2. Grow in understanding what makes them unique as inquirers and learners

3. Develop selawareness about theiole in the world

Research has shown that focusing on the process and the approach of learning,
versus solely the content, is most successful in molding lifelong?léaaraey.s

who are selmotivated can continue their journey of learning by autizdigti
matching their values to the needs of the world.

Personalized Learning at AISC high school is for juniors and seniors who have
gained a wellrounded foundational understanding of core subjects. These
students are ready to pursue their interestaatch their specific learning needs.

By design, the Personalized Learning journey gives students the structure and the
selfdirectedness to:

1. Determine what to study-depth, based on their academic, social or

global interests

Identify what skillsethey seek to improve or to master

Design and then modify how they learn based on new critical information

Recognize the effects of taking responsibility

Determine and incorporate what new information is critical through

reflection

Learn how to selissessmake meaning, and modify plans, actions, and

self

7. Grapple with how to integrate new understandings into future learning
plans

aghrwd

o

Personalized Learning course paths at AISC are Passion Project, Academic
Personalized Learning, and Online Learning.

PassionProject Personalized Learning
Prerequisite None, open only to 11th and 12th grade students
Duration one semester or full year
Units of Credit 0.50r1

2 savery, John R. Overview of Problem Based Learning: Definitions and
Distinctions. Purdue University Press, 2015.
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The Passion Project is a course in which students can investigate and take social
action in an area of their own inter
thinkingdé fr amewo-wdld problemaod abmcers. sUnlikehae r e
traditional independnt study, students will adjust their course goals as they
explore their identified issue and will propose their final assessment as they work
through defining, researching, developing, implementing and reflecting on
solutions for their issue.

Studentsvill work with the Passion Project Coordinator to identify a project large
enough in scope to require design thinking and planning but narrow enough so
that real life solutions can be both created and implemented. Students will then
identify a content entor to provide additional contespecific help. This mentor
may or may not be a member of the AISC faculty.

While students will work independently, the Passion Project coordinator will guide
them through the design process. Students will trackptbgress through an
electronic portfolio which will include artifacts of their research and
experimentation as well as reflective writing along the way. A final assessment
appropriate to the project will be determined by the coordinator and student.

Procedures for Passion Project Approval

1.

2.

Read and prepare questions and understandings dP#tssion Project proposal

to begin the planning process.

Meet with the Personalized Learning Coordinator to gain a better understanding
of Passion Project.

*Come in with ideas and areas of interest to have a meaningful and productive
conversation.

Work through the proposal by doing your research. This couldar@oking up
articles and journal articles, speaking with experts (such as teachers, industry
experts, potential end users, and more), and observing how people are
interacting with your topics. Throughout the process, consider why this topic might
be relevant or important to you.

Complete the proposal with specificity, including timeline and any necessary
advisor approval.

Meet with Coordinator, faculty, and advisors to finalize the proposal and gain
their signature approval.

The window for submitting the proposal will be from the date of Registration
(February/November) to Registration Verification a month later
(March/beginning of December).
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Academic Personalized Learning
Prerequisite None, open only to 11th afhéth grade students
Duration one semester or full year
Units of Credit 05o0r1

Academic Personalized Learning (APL) offers Grade 11 and 12 students the
opportunity to conduct an independent research and study in an area of the
curiculum that is of interest to them. It involvaeth, organized study and
learning and requires a high level of maturity and persistence. Typically students
further explore a topic not covered in desirable depth in a course or subject area.
It is notintended as an alternate means of gaining credit for coursework already
offered in the AISC curriculum or as a substitute for credit required for
graduation, or as a substitute for a class offered by our online providers.

All Academic Personalized Leagnprojects must be supervised by AISC faculty
members. Students interested in pursuing an APL program must first consult with
the High School Counselor and the collaborating teacher before applying.
Following initial approval, an APL proposal must be $ielinid the Associate
Principal. The proposal must specify the procedures and requirements of the APL
program. The collaborating teacher will be responsible for determining the
studentdés grade for the study. An 11th
project must be enrolled in at least six courses in addition to the independent
study.

Procedures for Academic Personalized Learning Approval

1. Read and prepare questions and understandings oitlaeemic Personalized
Learning proposdb begin the planning process.

2. Meet with the Personalized Learning Coordinator to gain a better understanding
of Academic Personalized Learning. Come in with ideas and areas of interest to
have a meaningful and productive conversation.

3. Work through the proposal by doing your research. This could involve looking up
articles and journal articles, speaking with expish as teachers, industry
experts, potential end users, and more), and observing how people are
interacting with your topics. Throughout the process, consider why this topic might
be relevant or important to you.

4. Complete the proposal with specificibgluding timeline and any necessary
advisor approval.

5. Meet with Coordinator, faculty, and advisors to finalize the proposal and gain
their signature approval.

6. The window for submitting the proposal will be from the date of Registration
(February/Novemberjo Registration Verification a month later
(March/beginning of December).
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Online Personalized Learning
Prerequisite None, open only to 11th and 12th grade students
(additional prerequisites as per selected online course)

Duration one semester or full year
Units of Credit 0.50r1

Taking an online course from an At&¢bgnized provider offers Grade 11 and

12 students the opportunity to access a curriculum not offered at AISC for fully
transferable credit and marks. Such courses are not intended as an alternate
means of gaining créidfor course work already offered in the AISC curriculum or

as a substitute for credit required for graduation. Availing of an online course
requires a great deal of independence and responsibility and while an online
coordinator will be present to helpubleshoot technical issues and interface with
the provider and support student skills and success, students are required to
approach their work and communication with their online teacher in a proactive
manner.

Currently AISC recognizes three onfimeviders: The Global Online Academy
(GOA) Pamojaand K-12. Each offers different types of courses and learning
experience and typically require 57 hours of work per week, which will require
work outside of allotted class time.

Procedures for Online Learning Approval

1.

2.
3.

Meet wit your Counger or the Personalized Learning Coordinator to determine
if this is a good learning path for you

Attend the mandatory Online Learning Session iMaidh

Complete thé®nline Course Contract & SBiéflectiorwith specificity, including
learning methods that have worked for you and habits you would like to build.
Meet with Coordinator, faculty, and advisors to finalize the proposal and gain
their signature approval.

Submit the contract and reflection in line with Registration (February/November)
to Registration Verification a month later (March/beginning of December).

For all online courses:
An 11th or 12th grade student taking an onlooeirse must be enrolled in at least
Six courses in addition to the online course, unless the online course is a core course,
which is allowed only in unique circumstances.
i The course wild.l be timetabled into
T Only one online course may be taken per semester, except under special
circumstances.
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I Students and families are responsible for paying for course tuition and
required materials. Please speak to the online learning coordinator for

cost.

1 Students who takenbne courses from our providers will receive AISC
credit.

T Al'l online courses from our provide
Course. 6 Thus, an official transcr

included with your AISC transcript.

I  GOA and Paroja courses run from Septembeecember and January
May; K-12 AP courses run Augudlay and January May

GOA courses: General Interest elective courses offered by
The Global Online Academy

The Global Online Academy (GOA) delivémgellectually rigorous courses for

high school students in a virtual learning environment. GOA maintains excellence
through comprehensive teacher training, building on the best practices and by
ensuring classrooms stay at a small size that fosters stacigerstudent
relationships and studeiststudent collaboration and interaction. A variety of

topics are offered in a platform which encourages students to collaborate with
peers around the globe, improving learning and enabling the pursuit of iradlividu
passions. GOA d e s ioteractive mstractioeal, and experientiale s
[which include] asynchronous components (students participate each day on their ow
schedule) and synchronous components (when students collaborate together or wor
wth their teacher, generally using vi

AISC students can take GOA coursksk(here for offeringsfor elective credit.

GOA course workload anihtensity is equivalent to courses taken on our campus.
Students collaborate on challenging and interesting projects with others from
diverse backgrounds. They are also expected to manage their workload and time
effectively to support the synchronous asghahronous nature of the courSes.
Herefor successful online learning strategies.

GOA Classes at AC
I GOA students should expect to work five to seven hours per week in
these classes.

I GOA courses are electives and do not substitute for a course
required for graduation at AISC.

i GOA has limits on the number of students from a school allowed to
enrollper course. AISC students are limited to one GOA course per
semester.
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1 Juniors and seniors are eligible to enroll in GOA classes.

Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Courses offered by K12
and Pamoja

If students are interested in AP or IB classes not offered at AISC or experience a
conflict in their schedule, they may take an online course designed by providers
approved by AISC.K12ds | nt er noffers @ widelvarigtyCoh APe my
courses, some semester long and somelgregr Students preferring to pursue 1B
online courses can attend classes offeredPynoja Education Students
registering for AP classes witHlK or IB classes with Pamoja are subject to the
providersd prerequisites.

Online AP and IB Courses at AISC

I K12 and Pamoja&ourses are regular classes and cannot be taken in
addition to a full load at AISC. Students should expect to work on
their courses daily, up to 10 hours per week.

I K-12 AP and Pamoj#B courses may be applied as core
class/required class credit depending upon the circumstance.

I Families will be billed for the cost of the online cofmsethe

student unless the course is necessary to resolve a schedule conflict
beyond t he trok t Shalld art APsor 1B gourse not be
scheduled at all due to insufficient enrollment, students can avail of
the course online at their own expense.

I Exams required: Students taking AP and IB online courses must sit the
external examination in May.
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